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We can stay young by focusing on a dream instead  
        of on a regret.  
                                                                             

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 

    9am Finance 

Comm 
 

11am EPOCH 
Harwich 
 

3pm Pleasant Bay  
 

 

7pm PSALM 
Bible Study 

 

9:30am Young At 

Heart 
 

 

 

 

 

4pm Bill Gertz LR 
 

 

 
 

 

9-12  Decorate  the 
Church  

 

2-5 pm Sontay Birthday 

Party 

 

4 5 6 7 Pearl Harbor Day 8 9 10 

8:30 am Worship 

       /Fellowship 
 

9:45 am Sunday 

School/9:55am Adult 

Bible Study 
 

11:00 am Worship 

      /Fellowship 
 

12:30pm Childrenôs 

rehearsal & Lunch 
 

2:30 pm Concert 

Pleasant Bay 
 

4pm Concert EPOCH 

Harwich 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

6 pm Girl Scouts 

#81175 & 80733 

8:30 am Walkers 
 

9am Council Officers  
 

9:30am Esther Circle   

Seafarerôs Wrap 
 

2pm JustPeace 
 

5pm ñYò Partnership  
 

6pm  Girl Scouts 
#80847 
 

7pm Staff Support 
 

7pm AAWOL 

 

9:30am Young At 

Heart 

 
9:30 am Staff Mtg. 
 

 

 
 

 

3:30 pm Brownies FH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4:30pm Girl 

Scouts# 65186 
 

7pm PSALM 

Business Mtg. 

9:30am YAH 

Exercises 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5pm Cub Scouts 

 

 9am ï 11:30 am 

Pancake Breakfast 

and Open House 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

8:30 am Worship 

       /Fellowship 
 

9:45 am Sunday 

School/9:55am Adult 

Bible Study 

 

11:00 am Worship 

      /Fellowship 
 

 

Blood Pressure 

Screening 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
6 pm Girl Scouts 

#81175 & 80733 

 

8:30 am Walkers 
 

10am Esther Circle  

 
2:30 Welcome Ministry 

 

4pm Girl Scouts 
#808476 

 

6pm council 
 

7pm AAWOL 

 

9:30 am Young At 

Heart 
 

9:30 am Staff Mtg. 
 

12 ï 2pm ñFive 

Loaves, Two fish & a 
Story 

 

3:30pm Brownies FH 
 

 

 

9:30 am Pastoral 

Care 
 

1:30pm Sacred 

Sorrow 
 

4:30 Girl Scouts 
65186 

 

 

9:30 am YAH 

Exercises 
 

1pm Prayer Shawls 

 
4pm Bill Gertz LR 

 

5pm Cub Scouts 
 

 

Overnights till 8am 

 
 

 

 
 

 

8pm Chatham Chorale 
Concert 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

 

8:30 am Worship 

       /Fellowship 
 

9:45 am Sunday 

School/9:55am Adult 

Bible Study 

 

11:00 am Worship 

      /Fellowship 
 

12:30 pm Childrenôs 

rehearsal & Lunch 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

6 pm Girl Scouts 

#81175 & 80733 
 

 

 

 

 

 

8:30 am Walkers 
 

9:30am Esther Circle 
 

2:30pm Welcome 
Ministry 
 

5:30pm Girl Scouts 

#80847 
 

7pm Choir 
 

7pm Investment Comm. 
 

7pm AAWOL. 
 

 

 

8:30 am Young at 

Heart  
 

9:30 am Staff Mtg. 
 

 

3:30pm Brownies fH 

 

7pm Longest Night 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

4:30 Girl Scouts 

65186 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

5pm Cub Scouts 

 
 

 

9am Childrenôs 

rehearsal 
 

 

 
4pm  & 10 pm 

Christmas Eve Services 

 
 

 
 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

 

10:00 am  Worship 

Service 

 

No Sunday School 

No Bible Study 

 

 
 

 

 
6 pm Girl Scouts 

#81175 & 80733 

 
 

 

8:30 am Walkers 

 
9:30am Esther Circle 

 

1pm Worship & Music  
 

7pm AAWOL 

 

 

9:30am Young At 
Heart 

 

9:30 am Staff Mtg. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

4:30 Girl Scouts 
65186 

 

 
 

 

 
 

9:30am YAH 

Exercises 
 

4pm Bill Gertz LR 

 
5pm Cub Scouts  

 

 

       

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

Over Nights Hospitality 
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We can stay young by focusing on a dream instead  
        of on a regret.  
                                                                             

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1Happy New Year 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 

10:00 am One 

Worship Service 

 
No Sunday School 

No Bible Study 

 8:30 am Walkers 
 

7pm AAWOL 
 

7pm Staff Support 

 

9:30 am Young at 

Heart 
 

9:30 am Staff Meeting 

 
 

 

9am Finance   
 

11am EPOCH 

Harwich 
 

3pm Pleasant Bay  
 

 

9:30am Young At 

Heart 
 

 

 

4:30pm Epiphany 

Worship, dinner & 

party 
 

7pm G.S. #80847 
Sleepover to Sat. 

10am 

 

 

GS till 10am 

8  9 10 11 12 13 14 

 

:30 am Worship 

       /Fellowship 
 

9:45 am Sunday 

School/9:55am Adult 

Bible Study 

 

11:00 am Worship 

      /Fellowship 
 

 

Blood Pressure 

Screening 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

8:30 am Walkers 
 

10am Esther Circle   
Bag Lunch 
 

 

6pm Council 
 

7pm AAWOL 

 

9:30am Young At 

Heart 
 

9:30 am Staff Mtg. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
7pm PSALM 

Business Mtg. 

9:30 Young at Heart 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

8:30 am Worship 

       /Fellowship 
 

9:45 am Sunday 

School/9:55am Adult 

Bible Study 

 

11:00 am Worship 

      /Fellowship 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

8:30 am Walkers 
 

9:30am Esther Circle 

 

2:30 Welcome Ministry 
 

5:30 pm G.S. #80847 

7pm AAWOL 
 

9:30 am Young At 

Heart 

 
9:30 am Staff Mtg. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

1:30pm Sacred 
Sorrow 
 

 

 

9:30am Young at 

Heart 

 
1pm Prayer Shawls 

 

 
 

 

 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

 

8:30 am Worship 

       /Fellowship 
 

9:45 am Sunday 

School/9:55am Adult 

Bible Study 

 

11:00 am Worship 

      /Fellowship 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
8:30 am Walkers 

 

9:30am Esther Circle 
 

1pm Worship & Music 

 
5:30pm Girl Scouts 

#80847 

 
7pm AAWOL. 

 

 
9:30 am Young at 

Heart  

 
9:30 am Staff Mtg. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

7pm PSALM 
Bible Study 

 

9:30 am Young at 
Heart 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

29  30 31     

 

8:30 am Worship 

       /Fellowship 

 

9:45 am Sunday 

School/9:55am Adult 

Bible Study 

 

11:00 am Worship 

      /Fellowship 

 

 8:30 am Walkers 

 
9:30am Esther Circle 

 

 
 

 

 
7pm AAWOL 

 

 
 

    

       
       



 

 

The Network 
 

St. Peterôs Lutheran Church 
December 2011 & January 2012 Issue  

  

DEADLINE  
for submissions to the  

February Issue:   
January  13th at 4:00 p.m. 

Editor: Diane Stauss 
 

At the discretion of the editor, material submitted after the deadline 

will appear in the next monthôs Newsletter. 

E-mail submissions are most appreciated. This preserves the 

accuracy of your submission and saves a great deal of time. Please use 

only Microsoft Word or Excel and send as an attachment. If you do 

not have either of these programs, write your article on your program, 

then copy and paste it into the message part of an email and send it, or 

type it in the email message area and send it, or bring it into the 

church office on a CD or memory stick.  Articles may also be put in 

the church mailbox #2. Thank you! 

Thanks to each of you for all your help and support in publishing  

The Network. 
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Church Phone: 508-432-5172 

Church Fax: 508-432-5125 

Website:  www.stpeterslutherancapecod.org 

Office Email: stpeterhar@comcast.net 

Newsletter Email:   stpeterhar@comcast.net 

Pastor Christian:   matthew14_27@comcast.net 

Pastor Tiffany:   calledbyname@comcast.net 

The Rev. Christian G. N. Holleck 

The Rev. Tiffany Nicely Holleck, 

Co-Pastors 
 

Rodney Schuller, 

Minister of Music 
 

Elaine Davis, 

Parish Administrator 

 

Diane Stauss,  

Administrative Assistant 
 

 

Edward Peron, 
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Manya Gaiardelli, 

Sunday Nursery Care Provider 

 

2011 Church Council: 
 

Alice Vaughan, President  

Debbie Scott, Vice President 

Flora Hall, Secretary 

Dolly Parkhurst, Treasurer 

Bob Davis, Fin. Secretary 

Don Anderson, Asst. Fin.  

Secretary 

Kate Fournaris 

Glenn Gannon 

Peter Huey 

Larry Kingsbury 

Brian Lampson 

Valerie Mann 

Lou Meyer 

ST. PETERôS MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Godôs purpose for our church is  

to receive the love of Christ  

and with grateful hearts to: 

Worship 

Listen 

Learn 

Seek 

Serve 

Our Biblical stories are: 1 Samuel 3:1-10,  

Luke 10:38-42, and John 21:1-19 

 

We can stay young by focusing on a dream instead  
        of on a regret.  
                                                                             

 

DEADLINE:   COMMITTEE ANNUAL 

REPORTS ARE DUE IN THE OFFICE BY 

DECEMBER 16, 

2011  
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VIEW FROM THE DECK 

 
 

Angels 
And Christmas Ornaments 

 
 
It was one of my best purchases and itôs been sitting on my desk these last twelve 
months.  I got it at our church fair in 2010 and I think it was 25 cents:  four small wooden angels 
glued to a piece of cardboard.   Sometime long ago they were probably all ornaments that proudly 
hung on a Christmas tree.  They look somewhat weathered.  They are in blue, yellow, green and 
pink.  The blue one seems to be holding a stick that perhaps once had a star on the end.  The yellow 
one has two drumsticks but the paint is peeling where there the drum once was.  The green one 
stands out, shorter than the others, dark skinned and with striking eyes.  She has curly hair and is 
holding a star.  The one in pink, though scraped is still holding a bass viol (shall we say cello?) and a 
bow. 
 
Angels.  Recently we celebrated Shirley Philpottôs life and entrance into eternal life.  I remember her 
saying to me, ñPastor, I believe in angelsò and proceeding to tell me how an angel kept her from fal-
ling once in the supermarket.  She did not believe that angels were relegated to the realms of 
heaven or rooms of art museums.  She believed that angels could be found and experienced in our 
everyday life. 
 
My angel ornaments look slightly battered and beat up.  It makes me think these angels have been 
working.  These angels have been holding people up.  These angels have been through the ringer.  
These angels have been serving God.  Looking at it this way it seemed appropriate to keep them on 
my desk all year long.  A good reminder that angels could be anywhere.  After all, the write of He-
brews said, ñDo not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained 
angels without knowing it (Heb.13:2).ò 
 
Angels, of course, play a prominent role in the Christmas story as told in the gospels.  Joseph was 
ready to dismiss Mary upon discovering that she was pregnant.  But an angel came to him in a 
dream.  He did as the angel commanded and took Mary as his wife.  In Lukeôs account the angel 
Gabriel comes to the teenager Mary with the promise of a child and the encour-
agement ñDo not be afraid... Nothing will be impossible with God.ò 
 
What angels or ornaments adorn your shelves or desk or Christmas tree?  What 
stories do they tell about your life or childhood?  What do they remind you of?  
How do they shed light on the Christmas story?  How do they remind us of Je-
sus?   I would love to hear your stories of angels or ornaments.  Please share 
them with me in person or by e-mail: matthew14_27@comcast.net. 
 
Wishing you a blessed Advent, a joyful Christmas, and an angel encounter! 
 
Pastor Christian 
 

mailto:matthew14_27@comcast.net
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Editorôs Note:  Here is the national press release with the good news of St. Peterôs successful grant for clergy 

renewal.  Details about our pastorsô sabbatical plans and the churchôs plans will follow in future articles. 

 

 

Lilly Endowment awards clergy renewal grants to congregations in 40 states 
A record number of congregations ï 158 ï have been selected for the 12th class of the National Clergy Re-

newal Program, funded by the Indianapolis-based Lilly Endowment Inc. The program allows these congrega-

tions to send their pastors for an extended time of renewal and reflection. They can step back from their busy 

lives and gain the fresh perspective and renewed energy that a carefully considered season of travel, study, rest 

and prayer can provide. 

 

Many of these pastors will work to regain spiritual vitality through the ancient Christian practice of walking as 

pilgrims in several countries: the path of Jesus in Israel, the path of the Exodus, some or all of the 500-mile 

Camino de Santiago (the Way of St. James) in Spain. Others plan extended time in retreat settings or monastic 

communities in the United States, Europe and Australia to devote themselves to Ignatian spiritual exercises or 

the Benedictine practice of hospitality. Still others will seek spiritual guidance and sustenance by becoming 

part of the Taize community in France known since 1940 for its strong devotion to peace and justice through 

prayer 0and meditation. Many pastors participate in the prayer and worship of the community on Iona, a tiny 

island off the west coast of Scotland whose monastic history goes back to the 6th century. 

 

This class of 158 brings to 1,598 the number of congregations that have participated since the program began 

in 2000. Through this program the Endowment invites Christian congregations to apply for grants of up to 

$50,000 to support an extended period of intentional reflection and renewal for their ministers. Working with 

their congregations, the ministers design their renewal periods to suit their own needs and aspirations. The pas-

tors are encouraged to include their families in the renewal activities. Up to $15,000 of the grant may be used 

for the 

congregation to pay for interim pastoral leadership while the pastor is away, as well as for renewal activities 

within the congregations. 

 

ñThe intensity and demanding character of pastoral work in most congregations is difficult for many to appre-

ciate,ò said Craig Dykstra, senior vice president for religion at the Endowment. ñThey write and preach ser-

mons, make hospital visits, administer the business of their churches, preside at weddings and funerals, and 

counsel parishioners. And they are expected to óbe thereô, to be available at both the best and the most difficult 

times in peopleós lives.ò 

 

ñThe National Clergy Renewal Program gives pastors the gift of being able to live for a while at a different 

pace and in an alternative environment ï to live in sabbath time and space, and to honor that moment as God-

given,ò Dykstra said. ñMany clergy renewal participants have reported to the Endowment that when they re-

turned they found their vision for ministry enlarged and their call and commitment renewed.ò 

 

ñWe find that these programs can be transformative for the congregation, too,ò Dykstra continued. ñNot only 

do members grow in their leadership abilities in the pastorós absence, they also learn how to create an environ-

ment at their churches that supports their pastorós continued service at a pace that he or she can sustain. Many 

of them discover ways to renew and refresh their own lives and spirits as well.ò 
 

(continued on next page) 
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(continued from previous page)  

 

Lilly Endowment 

 
What these pastors do with their three- or four-month ˈgift of time varies widely. Music makes the heart sing 

for many of these pastors, whether itós singing or lessons in flute, piano, cello or double bass. Pastors also plan 

to build guitars, study drumming in Uganda and attend the Oregon Bach Festival. 

 

As in past years, clergy continue to pay attention to their health. Hikers will walk among the worldós natural 

wonders ï the Himalayas, Swiss Alps, mountains of Nepal, rim of the Grand Canyon. Bikers will cycle the 

coasts of England or take a riding tour of France. One runner will invite others to join him on a 30-mile leg of 

his planned 300-mile marathon. Many pastors will join health centers, begin or intensify a regular exercise 

program, or take classes to learn healthy cooking and food choices. 

 

While several pastors will travel to the Mediterranean to follow in the footsteps of the Apostle Paul or to Israel 

for an archaeological dig or to take classes at St. Georgeós College, one pastor will trace the footsteps of Dr. 

David Livingstone in England and Africa. Another is a descendant of John Knox, so his travels will lead him 

to his ancestral roots in Scotland. Other pastors will visit relatives in Vietnam, Korea, China and India or do 

mission work in Zimbabwe, Rwanda, Kenya or other areas of Africa. Three plan to make a pilgrimage to the 

major sites of the American civil rights movement, while several others will be in South Africa to learn about 

that countryós efforts at reconciliation. 

 

This yearós group includes congregations in 40 states. For the first time, Alaska is represented with two An-

chorage congregations. The grantees are affiliated with 23 denominational bodies; one is nondenominational 

and one is a union of two denominations. The average size of the grants is $43,177, and Endowment support 

for this 2011 program is $6.8 million. While 13 churches regularly see more than 1,000 at worship services, 75 

report attendance ranging from 51 to 200. 

 

All these renewal programs exhibit the basic thrust of the Endowmentós initiative: a chance for congregations 

and ministers to engage in renewal of a kind that will have an important impact on their churches, their indi-

vidual members and their communities. 

 

ñThe wealth of imagination unleashed by this program is truly wonderful to see,ò said the Endowmentós 

Dykstra. ñWe can think of no better way to honor these hardworking, faithful men and women than to help 

them experience personal growth and renewal in ways that they themselves believe will feed them most 

deeply.ò 

 

The Endowment will continue the program in 2012. Application materials are available at clergyrenewal.org. 
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TO WORSHIP 

Thursday December 1 

Worship Service at :   

  EPOCH of Harwich at 11:00 a.m.  

  Pleasant Bay at 3:00 p.m.   

 

SUNDAY,  December 4 

2nd Sunday in Advent 

Worship Services at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

9:45 a.m. Sunday School/9:55 a.m. Adult Bible 

Study 

 

SUNDAY, December 11 

3rd Sunday in Advent 

Worship Services at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

9:45 a.m. Sunday School/9:55 a.m. Adult Bible 

Study 

 

SUNDAY, December 18 

4th Sunday in Advent 

Worship Services at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

9:45 a.m. Sunday School/9:55 a.m. Adult Bible 

Study 

 

Wednesday, December 21 

7:00 p.m. Longest Night Service 

 

 

Saturday , December 24 

Christmas Eve 

Worship Services at 4:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. 

 

 

SUNDAY, December 25  

Christmas Day 

Worship Service at 10:00 

a.m. 

St. Peterôs Worship Schedule for 

December & January 

SUNDAY,  January 1 

1st Sunday after Christmas 

Worship Service at 10:00 a.m. 

No Sunday School  

No Bible Study 

 

FRIDAY, January 6 

Epiphany of Our Lord 

Worship Service at 4:30 p.m.  

 

SUNDAY, January 8 

Baptism of Our Lord 

Worship Services at 8:30 

a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

9:45 a.m. Sunday 

School/9:55 a.m. Adult Bible 

Study 

 

SUNDAY, January 15 

2nd Sunday of Epiphany 

Worship Services at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

9:45 a.m. Sunday School/9:55 a.m. Adult Bible 

Study 

 

SUNDAY, January 22 

3rd Sunday of Epiphany 

Worship Services at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

9:45 a.m. Sunday School/9:55 a.m. Adult Bible 

Study 

 

SUNDAY, January 29 

4th Sunday of Epiphany 

Worship Services at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

9:45 a.m. Sunday School/9:55 a.m. Adult Bible 

Study 
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TO WORSHIP 

AVERAGE  WEEKLY ATTENDANCE FOR OCTOBER  

 October2010 October 2011 

Average Early Service 69 64 

Average Late Service 67 61 

Average Single Service*   

   

Average Weekly Attendance 136 125 

WE PRAY FOR THE COUNTRY OF BANGLADESH  
The Bangladesh Lutheran Church (BLC) has 4,800 members and the Bangladesh 
Northern Evangelical Lutheran Church (BNELC) has a membership of 8,900.  ELCA 
Global Mission supports Lutheran Health Bangladesh (LHCB) and Rangpur Dinajupur 
Rural Service (RDRS), providing community health care and development activities to 
rural communities and also disaster response. 
 
DURING DEC. -JAN. we lift up in prayer the following members and friends:   Herb 
von Thaden, Carol Vrlik, Charlotte & Walter Walek, John Walker, Ursula & Butch 
Wanko, Kyle & Carol Wanko and Diana, Victoria, Benjamin and Jonathan, 
Fred & Phyllis Webster, Gretchen Widegren and Austin,  
Carla & Bill Wieners, Lauren Williams, Jim & Jane Wordsworth,  
John Zippo and Tommy, Barbara & Richard Zoino, Marie Zuck 
 

 

CAPE COD COALITION OF WELCOMING CONGREGATIONS 
will be meeting Sat. Jan. 21 from 10 -12 noon at first 
Parish Church in Brewster.  All are welcome to come and 
hear the stories of parishes who have already become 
"Open and Affirming".   Congregations who are in the 
process of ending all discriminations will also share their 
journeys. 
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TO WORSHIP 
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TO WORSHIP 

ST. PETERôS WORSHIP ASSISTANTS FOR DECEMBER 

Date: Dec 4  Early Service  Late Service  

Greeters Jay & Ruth Tichenor  John & Christa Barescu 

Ushers Butch & Ursula Wanko Vern Christensen, Joan Burgert 

Lectors Butch Wanko John Walker 

Prayer Leader Flora Hall Gary Mann  

Communion Asst. Ann Borg, Roger Bergman Herb & Aline Glifort 

Altar Guild Inge Stuebing Connie Hackbarth 

  

Date Dec 11 Early Service  Late Service  

Greeters Evelyn Sherwonit, Tom Shields Hank & Betty Bishop 

   Ushers Ann Borg, Bill Vaughan Edie Peterson, John Burgert 

Lectors Ursula Wanko Lou Meyer 

Prayer Leader Bev Strand Peter Huey 

Communion Asst Butch & Ursula Wanko Keeton & Beverly Arnett 

Altar Guild Diane Stauss Judy Olson    
 

Date Dec 18 Early Service  Late Service    

Greeters Bob & Marcia Harris George & Jean Black  

   Ushers Don Albert, Charles Polio Charlotte Walek, Nick Ettore  

Lectors Kelly Mercer Irv Freimuth 

Prayer Leader Gretchen Widegren Mary Lou Sharon 

Communion Asst. Bill Vaughan, Diane Stauss Irv & Mary Freimuth 

Altar Guild Evie Sherwonit Edie Peterson 
 

Date: Dec 24  

Christmas Eve  4:00 P.M. Early Service  10:00 P.M Late Service  

Greeters Butch & Ursula Wanko Marge Stramowski, Dolly Parkhurst 

   Ushers Karen Beggs, Joanna Holleck Barbara Kamens,  Norm Cronin 

Lectors Karen Beggs Mary Freimuth 

Prayer Leader Pem Schultz Barbara Kamens 

Communion Asst. Nancy Emerson, Shawn Krum Sally Cronin, Bill Vaughan 

Altar Guild To Be Determined
 To Be Determined 

 

Date: Dec 25  

Christmas Day  10:00 A.M. ONE SERVICE  

Greeters Bill & Alice Vaughan  

   Ushers Debbie Scott, Lydia Holleck  

Lectors Larry Kingsbury  

Prayer Leader Pem Schultz  

Communion Asst. Bill Vaughan, Shawn Krum  
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TO WORSHIP 

ST. PETERôS WORSHIP ASSISTANTS FOR JANUARY  

Date: Jan. 1  10:00 A.M. ONE Service   
Greeters Butch & Ursula Wanko   

Ushers Norm & Sally Cronin   

Lectors Kelly Mercer   

Prayer Leader John Walker  

Communion Asst. Kelly Mercer, Shawn Krum   

Altar Guild To Be Determined  

 

Date: Jan. 6  4:30 pm  Epiphany Service  
   

Date: Jan.8  Early Service  Late Service  
Greeters Ruth Phillips, Jan Volker John & Christa Barescu  

   Ushers Therese Gordon John Zippo, Lisa Hamlyn  

   Lectors Ruth Phillips Jack Kamens  

Prayer Leader Don Anderson Confirmation Student 

Communion Asst.  Roger Bergman, Charles Polio Connie Hackbarth, Sally Cronin 

Altar Guild To Be Determined To Be Determined 

 

Date:  Jan. 15 -Early Service  Late Service   
Greeters Roger & Gayla Bergman Hank & Betty Bishop 

Ushers Frank & Diane Stauss Jim Merriam, Barbara Kamens 

Lectors Charles Polio Mary Freimuth 

Prayer Leader Kelly Mercer Flora Hall  

Communion Asst. Butch & Ursula Wanko Herb & Aline Glifort  

Altar Guild To Be Determined To Be Determined 
 

Date: Jan. 22  Early Service  Late Service  
Greeters Karen Beggs, Joanna Holleck George & Jean Black  

Ushers Curt & Jennifer Douglas Herb Glifort, Ann Miller 

Lectors Karen Beggs Lou Meyer 

Prayer Leader Gretchen Widegren Peter Huey   

Communion Asst.  Nancy Emerson, Bill Vaughan Irv & Mary Freimuth  

Altar Guild To Be Determined To Be Determined 

 

Date: Jan. 29  Early Service  Late Service  
Greeters Sarah Budion, Marge Gibbs Ruth Johnson, Barbara Carlson 

Ushers Bill Vaughan, Tom Shields  Joan Burgert & Edie Petersen 

Lectors Patrick Donnelly Pem Schultz 

Prayer Leader Bev Strand Barbara Kamens  

Communion Asst.  Shawn Krum, Diane Stauss Dick & Flora Hall,  

Altar Guild To Be Determined To Be Determined 
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TO LISTEN  

NOTES AND LETTERS 

7 November 2011 

Dear Tiffany,  

The crew you brought to assist us was 

industrious...such a help!  And...the 

potatoes were delicious.  Of course I am 

a potato advocate.  I could make a whole 

meal out of them, and often do.  I could 

have done so with yours. 

Our goal for the dinner-concert was to 

raise $2,000 and we ended up with 

$4,500+.  Your crewôs help made the 

event run very smoothly.  

Gratefully yours, 

Editorôs note: 

We are grateful to the following people for 

donating mashed potatoes, apple pies or time to 

serve the November 4 Habitat for Humanity 

fundraising dinner and concert held at Church of 

the Holy Spirit: 

Lou and Lynne Meyer 

Louis Boucher 

Flora and Dick Hall 

Jetty Sousa Lampson 

Gretchen Widegren 

Marianne OôBoyle 

Aline Glifort 

Evie Sherwonit 

November 10, 2011 

To The St Peter's Family. 

 

I would like to extend my thanks to all who 
remembered me during my recent surgery 
with home visits, cards, phone calls, prayers 
and words of good wishes; also Altar Flowers 
brought to my home.  I would like to thank 
especially Pastor Christian for his early 
morning visit before the surgery.  It is a 
wonderful gift to be a member of St Peters. 

 

  Irv Freimuth 
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NOTES AND LETTERS 

Notes from the Vicar  

 

As I write this, our Advent season is approaching quickly!  Advent, the first season of our Christian 
ñchurch year,ò is the season of waiting expectantly for the birth of the Messiah, Godôs anointed one.  The 
birth of Jesus is the time in our human history when God will reveal Godôs self in human form ï Godôs 
Word made flesh in Jesus.  A time of great anticipation!  

Imagine how much more anticipation and anxiety there was with Mary and Joseph while they 
traveled and then struggled through the circumstances around the birth of their son; let alone that itôs no 
ordinary child on the way.  They had some inkling through angelic messages, of course, and yet é  I can-
not imagine their anticipation during the pregnancy.  How does one prepare for the birth and life of a 
Messiah?!  Such complex anticipation! 

In 2011, our Advent season of waiting is the longest it can be; a full 28 days.  We calculate Ad-
vent by counting ñbackò 4 Sundays from Christmas.  Since Christmas day is on a Sunday in 2011, there 
are a full four weeks in Advent this year.  4 weeks is quite short relative to an actual 40 -week pregnancy.  
And yet é how will we spend those short 28 days of anticipation?   

Iôll be honest. For most of my adult life, our American holiday season overwhelmed and distracted 
me.  Getting through Thanksgiving and Christmas took a lot of energy and organization ï and I donôt 
even cook or go to holiday parties!  My anticipation was pretty light on the spiritual, and pretty heavy on 
the practical ï so much to do and so little time to do it.  Can you relate?  

However, over the last few years, Iôve managed to give up a lot of the holiday 
craziness and simplify my lifeé.which made more room in my heart for ñthe reason 
for the season.ò  At House of Prayer this year, Iôm very much looking forward to 
weekly Advent worship ï something new for me ï and something I want to bring with 
me into my future ministry.  Hope to see you Wednesdays in Advent.  

I also bought a devotional book Iôm looking forward to using: ñGod is in the 
Manger, Reflections on Advent and Christmas.ò  Itôs a book of daily reflections by 
theologian Dietrich Bonheoffer that begins with Advent (Sunday November 27, in 2011) and continues 
through the 12 days of Christmas, ending on January 6, Epiphany.  Bonhoeffer (1906-1945) is ñone of the 
twentieth centuryôs most beloved theologians.ò  Most of the selections were written during the two years 
he spent in a German prison cell prior to his execution.  Bonhoeffer was jailed by Hitler for his participa-
tion in a conspiracy to overthrow Hitler, and was hanged a few short weeks prior to Hitlerôs own suicide.   

Along with all of this, in considering the nature of waiting in Advent this year, Iôve also been pon-
dering the waiting involved in the call to the ordained ministry of Word and Sacrament ï the call to be-
coming a pastor of a congregation.  Vicar Mac (House of Prayerôs first intern and my colleague for a year 
at seminary in Philadelphia) is in a season of waiting that coincides with Advent this year; on his journey 
to his ñfirst callò and ordination.  I invite us to ponder Vicar Macôs season of waiting and pray that it is as 
short as possible.  

 

In Anticipation of our Savior,     

Vicar Mary  
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Sunday School @ St. Peterôs 

9:45 to 10:45am 
 

 

Sunday School 

Sunday School is open to all students from Kindergarten to grade 8.  We meet at 9:45 am on Sunday morn-

ings (see schedule below).  Weôre giving you a sneak peek at the upcoming lessons.  Get ready for a guest 

teacher in December! 

December 4 (Advent 2)   Rotation 4 begins:  The Good Samaritan 

December 11 (Advent 3)   The Good Samaritan 

December 18 (Advent 4)   The Good Samaritan 
December 25 (Christmas Day)  NO SUNDAY SCHOOL  

 

January 1 (Christmas 1/New Yearôs Day)  NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

January 8 (Baptism of the Lord)  Rotation 5 begins:  The story of Isaiah 

January 15    Isaiah 

January 22    Isaiah 
January 29    Isaiah 

 

Read through the Bible next year:   

An Invitation from your pastors  

 

 

When Tiffany was in high school she an-

swered the challenge to read through the Bi-

ble in a year.  It was difficult (have you ever 

tried to read through Leviticus?!) but truly 

enlightening. 

 

We would like to invite you to consider 

reading through the Bible in 2012 with us.  

Other than our Bibles, the tool weôll use is a 

devotional called Daily Walk.  The total cost 

for the year will be $19.08. 

 

If you are interested in joining us, please 

sign up on the bulletin board in 

the hallway to the offices, or 

call the pastors at the church 

office.  Weôll be placing the 

order for the devotionals soon.   
 

 

 

The PSALM Bible Study continues 

 

The PSALM (People Sharing And Learning 

More) group for women at St. Peterôs meets 

monthly to dive into Bible study. This year we 

are spending time in the Book of Ephesians.  Our 

next studies are on December 1 (note change of 

date due to Thanksgiving), January 26, February 

23, March 22, and April 26.  No previous Bible 

study experience required.  All women are wel-

come.  We start at 7 pm.  Weôd love to have you 

join us.   

 

Pastor Tiffany 

 

 

javascript:void(0)
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Adult and Young Adult Sunday Morning Bible Study 

 

Dec 4    The Rev. Dr. Jane OôHara Shields on Isaiah 

Pastor Shields will be leading us in a study of Isaiah 

which she co-authored. 
 

December 11   The Rev. Dr. Jane OôHara Shields on Isaiah 
 

December 18   Lectionary based bible study: ñBorn in a Barnò Luke 2:1-20 
 

December 25   No Bible Study.   

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

A Vision for a New Childrenôs Music Ministry and the inclusion of Children in Worship Leadership Roles 

by the Pastors, Minister of Music, and Christian Spiritual Formation team 

 

We have been feeling like we want the children of St. Peterôs to be more fully involved in the worship life of the church.  

We also want to tap the talent of these children and youth and provide for them space to use their gifts and energy for the 

glory of God.  So we have made a year-long plan of music and prayers for the students to study alongside their Sunday 

School lessons. 

The quality of the music will require practice; rehearsals have been scheduled.  On the few times that we need a longer 
rehearsal, weôll do that after the second service.  We realize that the children will have come to Sunday School and second 

service, so weôll provide lunch on those days. 

Any children or grandchildren of church members or friends are welcome to participate.  Please sign up with 

Pastor Tiffany. 

 

Rehearsal and Participation schedule for December 2011 and January 2012 

December  4, after 11 am worship  rehearsal and lunch 

  18, after 11 am worship  rehearsal and lunch 

  24 9 am   rehearsal 

  24 4 pm    Childrenôs Christmas music and story program 

January  6 4:30 pm  Epiphany worship service and dinner 


