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DEADLINE  
for submissions to the  

March Issue:   
February 14th at 4:00 p.m. 

 

At the discretion of the editor, material submitted after the deadline 

will appear in the next monthôs Newsletter. 

E-mail submissions are most appreciated. This preserves the 

accuracy of your submission and saves a great deal of time. Please use 

only Microsoft Word or Excel and send as an attachment. If you do 

not have either of these programs, write your article on your program, 

then copy and paste it into the message part of an email and send it, or 

type it in the email message area and send it, or bring it into the 

church office on a CD or memory stick.  Articles may also be put in 

the church mailbox #2. Thank you! 

Thanks to each of you for all your help and support in publishing  

The Network. 
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VIEW FROM THE DECK 

It is interesting that my office is full of light bulbs as I write this today.  We as a church are going green, and these light 

bulbs are compact fluorescents.  They use less energy and help in just a little way to save our planet. 

This is the season of Epiphany, the time we remember the magisô visit to the baby Jesus.  We tell the story of the star 

that lit their way, and we let our lights shine brightly in the midst of this dark time of year. 

So I have light on my mind.  But then I open my eyes and see darkness ï 

 a mass shooting in Arizona  

 the threat of renewed violence in Sudan 

 talk of bullying of students by students 

 declining health of loved ones 

 a small budget that is asked to stretch and do so much for the kingdom of God é all with $352,000 or so. 
 

Jesus, where are you?!  We need you here! 

The traditional opening to a Vespers (evening) prayer service starts with this candle lighting liturgy: 

 Jesus Christ is the light of the world, 

 the light no darkness can overcome. 

Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening 

and the day is almost over. 

Let your light scatter the darkness 

 and illumine your church. 
 

Indeed!  Illumine the church! 

In addition to light, I have hands on my mind.  Godôs work.  Our hands. 

Hmmméthat makes me think.  Jesus is here, using our hands.  We are the lights of Christ shining out in the darkness.  

We are the ones praying for those who are ill and holding the ones who grieve.  We are the ones who speak out for 

justice and make our hands work for peace.  We are the ones who hold out compassion and care for those who are 

marginalized.  We are the ones who hold up to God those whom we love.  We are the ones holding the dollars and cents 

that God can use throughout this year for the ministry and mission of the church. 

Jesus Christ has been born for us, a child given to us.  His name is the Light of the World, Emmanuel, God with us, 

right here in the darkness.  The darkness will not overcome us; that is Godôs promise to us.  And we, as baptized, light

-washed people, will let our lights shine brightly throughout the church, our many communities, and the world. 

A prayer that can end the Vespers service says this: 

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, 

through perils unknown.  Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your 

hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen..  
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SUNDAY, February 6    

5th  Sunday of Epiphany     

One Worship Service 10:00 a.m.  

Sunday School/Adult Bible Study at 8:30 a.m.    

 

 
 

SUNDAY, February 13    

6th  Sunday of Epiphany  

Worship Services at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School at 9:45 a.m./Adult Bible Study 

at 9:55 a.m. 

 

 

SUNDAY, February 20    

7th  Sunday of Epiphany  

Worship Services at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.  

No Sunday School  

No Adult Bible Study 

 
 

SUNDAY, February 27    

8th  Sunday of Epiphany  

Worship Services at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.  

No Sunday School  

No Adult Bible Study 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER AT ST. PETERôS 

 

PRAYER FOR ST. PETERS IN FEBRUARY :   This month we lift up the country of Costa Rica. Iglesia 
Luterana Costarricense, Ilco (Costa Rican Lutheran Church) serves 1,100 members in eight urban con-
gregations and 17 rural missions in low-income neighborhoods.  Outreach ministries in poor rural com-
munities as well as the theological education are supported with a grant from ELCA Global Mission.  

 

We also pray for the following parishioners and friends:  Sally & Norman Cronin, Ann & John Custodie 
and Chris, Ann Daly, Andy Davis, Bob & Elaine Davis, Delores & Bill Deitz, John DiBlasio, Curt & Jenni-
fer Douglas, Ruth Duben, Clara Ellner, Bob & Nancy Emerson, Bob & Louise En-
druschat, Elizabeth Ettel, Nick & Joan Ettore, Helen Falk and Lee Farroba.    

 
 

WELCOMING CONGREGATIONS COALITION OF CAPE COD  -  

Will meet every third Saturday of the month, at 10 a.m. in a local church.  Contact Pem Schultz 
432-8119 for each location and join a great group of folk interested in making their churches 
more welcoming of all our sisters and brothers.  
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ST. PETERôS WORSHIP ASSISTANTS FOR FEBRUARY  

 
 

Date: Feb. 6               One Service  
 

Greeters  Justin, Nancy, Becca & Jacoby Scott   
Ushers  Norm & Sally Cronin  

Lectors  Marcia Harris    
Prayer Leader  Pem Schultz   
Communion Asst.  Diane Stauss, Bill Vaughan   

Altar Guild  Inge Stuebing/Connie Hackbarth 
     

Date: Feb. 13  Early Service  Late Service  

Greeters Evie Sherwonit, Ruth Phillips Emily Lindberg, Enid Makris  
   Ushers Butch & Ursula Wanko Vern Christensen, Charlotte Walek  
   Lector      Kelly Mercer Irv. Freimuth  

Prayer Leader Don Anderson Aline Glifort  
Communion Asst.  Karen Beggs, Shawn Krum  Connie Hackbarth, Barbara Kamens 
Altar Guild Inge Stuebing Connie Hackbarth 

  

Date:  Feb. 20  Early Service  Late Service   

Greeters Sara Budion, Margie Gibbs Edie Peterson, Joan Burgert 
Ushers Bob & Marcia Harris Herb Glifort, Nick Ettore 
Lectors Ruth Phillips Aline Glifort 
Prayer Leader Flora Hall Sandy Pirnat-Berry 
Communion Asst. Butch & Ursula Wanko Dick & Flora Hall  
Altar Guild Inge Stuebing Connie Hackbarth 
  

Date: Feb. 27  Early Service  Late Service  

Greeters Roger & Gayla Bergman  Joyce Oppen, Dolly Parkhurst  
Ushers Tom Shields, Debbie Scott  Barbara Kamens, Allan Ortendahl 
Lectors Nancy Scott Lou Meyer 
Prayer Leader Donna Albert  Pat Carden    
Communion Asst.  Bill Vaughan, Diane Stauss Irv & Mary Freimuth  
Altar Guild Inge Stuebing Connie Hackbarth 
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ST. PETERôS WORSHIP ASSISTANTS FOR MARCH 2011 

Date: Mar. 6  Early Service  Late Service  
Greeters Karen Beggs, Shawn Krum George & Jean Black 
Ushers Don Albert, John DiBlasio Norman & Sally Cronin 
Lectors Patrick Donnelly  Charlotte Walek 
Prayer Leader Don Anderson Peter Huey 
Communion Asst. Shawn Krum, Kelly Mercer  Herb & Aline Glifort 
Altar Guild Judy Olson  

   

Date: Mar. 9  ASH WEDNESDAY 
 NOON 7:00PM 
Greeters Ruth Philips, Debbie Scott Norm & Sally Cronin 

   Ushers John DiBlasio, Karen Beggs Nick Ettore, Allan Ortendahl 
Lectors Charles Polio Lou Meyer 
Prayer Leader Nancy Emerson  Pem Schultz 
Communion Asst Charles Polio, Nancy Emerson,  Herb & Aline Glifort 
Altar Guild Judy Olson  
 

Date: Mar. 13  Early Service  Late Service  
Greeters Sarah Budion, Marge Gibbs Hank & Betty Bishop 

   Ushers Bob & Marcia Harris Nick Ettore, Herb Glifort 
Lectors Beverly Strand Pem Schultz 
Prayer Leader Kelly Mercer Barbara Kamens 
Communion Asst Butch & Ursula Wanko Connie Hackbarth, Sally Cronin 
Altar Guild Judy Olson  
 

Date: Mar. 16  Lenten Service 12 Noon  
Prayer Leader Pem Schultz 
 

Date:  Mar. 20  Early Service  Late Service   
Greeters Therese & Nicole Gordon Ruth Johnson, Barbara Carlson 

   Ushers Skip Johnson, Charles Polio Vern Christensen, Charlotte Walek 
Lectors Butch Wanko Jack Kamens 
Prayer Leader Kelly Mercer Pat Carden 
Communion Asst.  Roger Bergman, Bill Vaughan Irv & Mary Freimuth 
Altar Guild Judy Olson  
 

Date: Mar. 23  Lenten Service 12 Noon  
Prayer Leader John Walker 
 

Date: Mar. 27  Early Service  Late Service  
Greeters Bob & Marcia Harris Dorothy Lundgren, Kate Fournaris 
Ushers Tom Shields, Therese Gordon Allan Ortendahl, Nick Ettore 
Lectors Ursula Wanko Larry Kingsbury 
Prayer Leader Nancy Emerson John Walker 
Communion Asst.  Carla Wieners, John DiBlasio Barbara Kamens, Sally Cronin 
Altar Guild Judy Olson  
 

Date: Mar. 30  Lenten Service 12 Noon  
Prayer Leader John Walker 
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NOTES AND LETTERS 

Dear St. Peterõs Family, 

Many thanks for the lovely altar flowers we received a couple of 

weeks ago.  Their presence helped sustain us through the chaos 

and confusion of preparing for our move to North Carolina.  

There are no words to adequately convey how very touched we 

were by that beautiful service on December 5th.  

The presentation of the musical Christmas message God sent 

through me , I felt was indeed òDivineó. 

From the first strains of Pastor Christianõs haunting cello intro-

duction, through the deep, rich tones of Bus Heideburs wonder-

ful voice, and Peggy Heideburs mellow flute interludes, we were 

transfixed into a heavenly place.  

All the Saints lauded Rod Schullerõs inspiring artistry in bring-

ing all this together to a grand alleluia.  

And Pastor Tiffanyõs promised òGodspeed blessingó, turned into 

an overwhelming outpouring of love and benediction.  

Thank you all, dear friends for such a humbling tribute.  

We will always remember our splendid send off, and it will warm 

our hearts for as long as we live.  

God Bless you with much love,  

      Shirl and Don Holtz  
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Dear Reverend Holleck & St. Peters 

Thank you so very much for bringing the 

Ɂ!ÌÓÓɯ"ÏÖÐÙɂɯÛÖɯÖÜÙɯÍÈÊÐÓÐÛàɯÖÕɯ2ÜÕËÈàȭɯɯ,àɯ

residents enjoyed the concert immensely 

and they are still talking about it.  

The girls are so talented and did a 

wonderful job on the piano and flute.  The 

entire concert was so enjoyable !!   

Thank you again for adding cheer and love 

to our community.  

Shirley Enz 

 

Dear Friends of the Shawl Ministry:  
 

3ÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÑÜÚÛɯÈɯÉÙÐÌÍɯÕÖÛÌɯÛÖɯÚÈàɯɁÛÏÈÕÒɯàÖÜɯ

ÝÌÙàɯÔÜÊÏɂɯÍÖÙɯÔàɯÉÌÈÜÛÐÍÜÓɯ×ÙÈàÌÙɯÚÏÈÞÓȭɯɯ(ɯ

appreciate your prayers, and your caring for 

ÈɯɁÚÛÙÈÕÎÌÙɂɯ- though I do remember Gayla 

from Luther League at Zion Greendale 

Lutheran Church in Worcester.  
 

The shawl arrived at a perfect timeɭthe first 

anniversary of my hospitalization for cancer, 

and the coldest day in Maineɭso far! 
 

I am wearing the shawl as it is 25 degrees 

and the wind is howling!  It is comforting to 

be warmed by your shawl and your prayers! 

Thank you for both of them.  
 

&ÖËɯÉÓÌÚÚɯàÖÜɯÈÕËɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÌɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÖÍɯ2Ûȭɯ/ÌÛÌÙɀÚɯ

as you continue this caring ministry.  
 

Shalom,  

Richard E. Lindgren 

 

 

Dear Reverend Holleck, 
 

I wanted to thank you, the entire congregation 

and all the volunteers for a beautiful memorial 

ÚÌÙÝÐÊÌɯÐÕɯÔàɯÔÖÛÏÌÙɀÚɯÏÖÕÖÙȭɯɯ(ÛɯÔÌÈÕÛɯÚÖɯÔÜÊÏɯ

to our family that you made the time despite the 

short notice, to read my mother a blessing and 

meet with her before she passed. 
 

You gave such a beautiful sermon and spoke of 

the very qualities that made my mother who she 

was. 
 

I also want to extend my thanks to all the 

volunteers who took their time to help out with 

the refreshments and food that day.  The quilt 

that was made will be a gift we will cherish 

forever and a reminder that St. Peters is not just a 

congregation, but a family, a community that 

cares. 
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#ÌÈÙɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÖÍɯ2Ûȭɯ/ÌÛÌÙɀÚɯ"ÏÜÙÊÏȮ 

Thank you so much for the holiday gift form 

my son who attends the YMCA child care 

program.  The moose hat and mitten set is 

adorable, and the cute socks match many of 

his outfits.  Soon he will be enjoying The 

Princess and the Frog book. 

Thank you also for all of the things you do 

for the children at the YMCA  

With appreciation,  

Tim, Jen and Jack Gula 

 

December 19, 2010 

  

I want to thank Pastor Tiffany for visiting me in 

the hospital and at Eagle Pond.  The communion 

was very welcome, indeed.  Thanks also to Pastor 

Christian who visited me at my home and served 

me communion too, a week later.  And my 

buddy Karen Gauch came by with the altar 

flowers that graced my dining room until we left, 

another week later.  

I feel very blessed to be a very small part of such 

a warm and loving congregation.   You all do so 

much to keep us informed and included as an 

integral part of the whole even when we cannot 

physically participate in the church life.  

Thank you, so much.  I love you all.  

Sandy Johnson 

 

January 6, 2011 
 

)ÜÚÛɯÈɯÕÖÛÌɯÛÖɯÚÈàɯɁÛÏÈÕÒÚɂɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÓÖÝÌÓàɯ

poinsettia and the nice lady who delivered 

ÐÛȱȭɯ ɯÉÌÈÜÛÐÍÜÓɯÈÕËɯÛÏÖÜÎÏÛÍÜÓɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÔÈÚɯ

gift.  
 

Sincerely, 

Dot Jenssen 

#ÌÈÙɯ2Ûȭɯ/ÌÛÌÙɀÚɯÈÕËɯ/ÙÈàÌÙɯ

Shawl Ministry,  

Thank you for your sup-

port and prayersɭ

particularly the prayer 

shawls.  My kids were 

comforted by the shawls 

and the knowledge that 

Ɂ-ÈÕÈɀÚɯÊÏÜÙÊÏɯÚÌÕÛɯÛÏÌÔɯ

to us. 

Sincerely,  

Karl, Tyler &  Hannah   

Stauss     

Dear Pastor Christian, Pastor Tiffany,  

      Church Council and everybody else, 
 

Thank you so much for the picture frame 

and the cross.  The picture frame is on my 

ËÙÌÚÚÌÙɯÈÓÖÕÎɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÊÙÖÚÚȭɯ(ɀÔɯÚÛÐÓÓɯ

puzzled on what some of the symbols mean 

on the cross, but I know most of them.  I 

hope all had a wonderful Christmas and a 

great New Year.  I missed the evening 

ÊÏÜÙÊÏɯÚÌÙÝÐÊÌȮɯÉÜÛɯ(ɀÓÓɯÛÙàɯÛÖɯÊÖÔÌɯÐÕɯÔÖÙÌɯ

often.  Thanks again.  

    Love, Blake 

TO LISTEN  



 

 

Volume 6, Issue 1  Page 14  NOTES AND LETTERS 

 

 

I want to express my sincere 

thanks for all the help and support 

I received when my husband 

passed away in December.  A very 

difficult time was made easy.  

Pastor Tiffany made the service 

very upbeat and personal, turning 

this sad time into a pleasant time.  The 

Fellowship committee did a wonderful job taking 

care of everything for the luncheon afterwards.  

 

I am very thankful to everyone for all your 

support, help and love.  

 

    Love, Dolly  

 

 

TO LISTEN  
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Notes from the Seminary  

 As I write this, our country is reeling from the tragedy in Tucson, where Jared Loughner allegedly 
attempted to assassinate U.S. Representative Gabrielle Giffords at a public appearance.  At that event, he 
injured and killed people with a gun.  This was a horrific event.  

Online today, I read an opening line to a follow up story that read: ñA week later, citizens wonder if weôll 
ever know enough to stop the rampage.ò  And I said aloud, ñI wonder if weôll ever LOVE enough to stop the 
rampage.ò   

What Jared Loughner did was abhorrent.  Weôll probably never truly ñknowò all there might be to ñknowò 
about Jared or his intentions ï even if he shares them. Suppose we did; what would that get us?  Clearly his is a 
tortured soul.  We already ñknowò enough to know that.     

Do we need to ñknowò more, or does the pursuit ñto knowò just help us feel like weôre doing something?  
I wonder if that pursuit allows us to avoid looking closely at our world and ourselves.  Perhaps if weôre looking 
outward, we can avoid looking inward. There is plenty of talk about more laws and more protection ï and even 
more civility in our discourse.  Those are important things to consider, and to seek to improve!  Nevertheless, I 
donôt hear calls for more love and compassion for people like Jared and what seems to be a troubled family as 
well.  Where is the outrage that tortured souls are clearly visible in our midst and yet é.      

Are we our brothersô and sistersô keeper?  What if more love is the answer?  Doesnôt Jesus tell us it is?  
What would happen if we were to all take full responsibility for not loving the other enough ï for looking the 
other way or distancing ourselves when someone is clearly in trouble by the way they talk or act ï for patting 
ourselves on the back for predicting someone like Jared would do something like this, instead of falling to our 
knees in repentance for ignoring the signs or not taking compassionate action.  

As I listened to the NPR commentators and guests over the last week while commuting to my class in 
Newton, I cringed at the way they talked about this young man, Jared.  They used words like ñwackoò and 
worse; they talked in tones that, to my ear, belittled his personhood.  What happened in Tucson is devastating 
and heartbreaking.  But how different are we from Jared when we speak of him in ways that portray him as less 
than human and not deserving of our compassion?  If we are judgmental and without compassion in the way we 
talk about Jared Loughner, are we any different from him ï except for the intensity and acting out?  Do we have 
any business casting a stone?      

As Christians we are called by God to love Jared Loughner.  We are even called to show him mercy and 
forgiveness, as we ourselves receive mercy and forgiveness from God for the sake of Jesus.  How can we 
possibly do this!? Only with the help of our Lord and Savior!  In the realization of how impossible this might be, 
we are driven to the cross where our redemption is secured and our faith and resolve is strengthened to be the 
church ñon earth as in heaven.ò  

Jared must be held accountable for his actions by the rule of law in our land.  He must also be loved and 
forgiven as part of Godôs will for us, the church.  Jared doesnôt ñdeserveò it ï any more that I do.  I fall short of 
the glory of God every moment of my existence on this earth, and yet I trust that God loves and forgives me IN 
SPITE of it, as I cling to the cross.     

What ñgoodò might come from this tragedy?  In obedience to Godôs commandment, and in thanksgiving 
for Jesusô love for us, let us pray fervently for the strength and the faith to love and pray for Jared and his 
family, just as we do for the survivors and the families of those who died.  Let us endeavor to always speak with 
compassion no matter how detestable the ñotherò is.  Let us embody the churchôs call to be the voice of love in 
the world, and demand better care of people who are clearly in need of help, compassion, and less isolation.  
Let us pray for the will to do Godôs work with our hands, our hearts, and our tongues.   

In Jesusõ name,    

 Mary  
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Sunday School  Year 2011 
 

Ages Kindergarten to grade 8 

                     Sunday mornings 9:45 to 10:45 am 

Shepherds:  Karen Beggs and Debbie Scott 
 

Jan. 30, Feb. 6 & 13  Story:  Elijah & the widow of Zarephath 

 PLEASE NOTE THAT ON FEB. 6 WEôLL BE MEETING FROM 8:30 AM TO 9:30 AM. 

 

Feb. 20     Tea party 
 

Feb. 27     No Sunday School 
 

Mar. 6, 13 & 20    Story:  ñThe Lord is my shepherdéò 
 

Mar. 27, Apr. 3 & 10    Story:  The Last Supper of Jesus 
 

Apr. 17     Palm and Passion Sunday  No Sunday School ï but lots of worship opportunities this  

      week! 
 

Apr. 24     Easter Sunday   No Sunday School 
 

 

Adult Bible Study and Education 

 

Any teenager or adult is invited to join our study 

Sunday mornings 9:55 to 10:50 am 

 February 6  Journeys through Revelation 

 February 13  Journeys through Revelation 

 February 20  No adult Bible study 

 February 27  No adult Bible study   

                Our study of Revelation will continue in March 

 

A New Study 

Saturday mornings at 8:00 am 

Held at the home of Butch and Ursula Wanko, Dennisport 

Call for more information 508-394-8836 

  

        ñSo That The World May Knowò 

January 29  March 12  April 16 

 February 5  March 26  April 30 

 February 19  April 2 
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 ST. PETERôS COUNCIL MEETING 

       Tuesday, January 11, 2011 

 

Bill Vaughan presented an update on the solar panels, the committee is down to two finalists, and the cost for this 

project is in the range of $160, 00.  The amount of pledges to date is $39,000.00.  This has been contributed 

without any fund raising. 
 

Bill Vaughan also presented the year end report from the investment committee and went over the report with 

council.  The Investment Committee distributed $22,890 to the Susanna Stephens Board in January 2010 ï 90% of 

earning in 2009, $15,683 from investments and $9,750 from Holleck interest payments.  During a year of stock 

market recovery the Legacy Fundôs investment portfolio, has grown 9% (following the SSB distribution) in Total 

Value to $196,656 through the end of November 2010 (the last formal balance before this report was written).  

[The Fund has increased $60,000 in value from its low in February 2009 (up 45%), even after the distribution of 

$22,890 to the SSB.]  There were no outside additions to the Legacy Fund in 2010. 

The Facilities Fund, dedicated to ñsupport the preservation and enhancement of St. Peterôs building (s) and 

property,ò was started in March 2009.  In 2010 it has grown 12.7% through November 2010 to a value of 

$16,295.42.  It is invested in a bond mutual fund ï Western Asset High Income Fund ïwhere the earnings are 

reinvested in contrast to the Legacy Fund. 
 

Financial Secretary, Bob Davis reported that estimates of giving, (formerly ñpledgesò) is down.  We have lost 

contributors that have died in 2010, and families that have moved.  2010 pledges - $271.534,   2011 estimate of 

giving - $262,313.96, for a difference of $9,220.04.  Individual giving for 2011 is more than 2010.  These figures 

do not include loose giving and non estimate giving. 
 

Dolly Parkhurst,  Treasurer reported a surplus in the 2010 budget, the year end figures show a balance of 

$3,061.32, more than we had budgeted for!  This balance will go into the 2011 budget. 
 

A copy of the 2011 budget was distributed and discussed.  This will be presented to the Congregation at the 

Annual Meeting Sunday, February 6, 2011. 
 

Recognition of a Sabbatical committee. This committee will help the Pastorôs with exploring and writing grants 

and whatever is needed for the sabbatical that Pastor Tiffany and Pastor Christian plan to take in 2012.   The 

committee includes Staff Support Ministry. 
 

Committee reports were given.  Welcoming Team reported that we welcomed two new members to St. Peterôs., 

Staff Support has two new members, Karen Beggs and Joan Burgert, one retiring member Kate Fournaris.  They 

are looking forward to working on the Sabbatical committee.  The ñYò is planning a Mardi Gras in March.  All 

committees are active and would welcome new members. 
 

Sunday, February 13 will be recognition Sunday, thank you to Council members whom have finished their terms 

and welcome to new Council members. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kate Fournaris 

Secretary 
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RACCONTAMIUNASTORIA 
Storytelling company 

 

Raccontamiunastoria is the most estabilished Storytelling Company of Italy, organizer of the International Storytelling 

Festival in Rome.  Alongside a wide repertoire of traditional folk tales and stories from ancient Roman history and Italian recent  

history  the artists of the Company have concentrated their attention of Bible stories since the very beginning of their acitvity in  
2005.  Since then they developed thier unique method of creative-passionate storytelling based for each story on an intense and 

long study of the sources (Bible, Gospels, Apocripha, patristic studies, medieval sacred plays, poetry, paintings, tradition tales) and 

then on a very personal and emotional re-telling of the story. 

Pastors Christian and Tiffany heard Paola Balbi and Davide Bardi of Raccontamiunastoria at the Network of Biblical 

Storytellers Conference in North Carolina last summer.  We were very impressed and are excited to inform you that they will be 

coming to the United States and to St. Peterôs! 

 

Wednesday, April 13, they will lead a program/performance following our mid-week Lenten worship and lunch. 

Friday evening, April 15, they will lead a perforrmance of David and Bathsheba. 

Saturday morning there will be a workshop for St. Peterôs Scripture by Heart Team. 

Sunday ïPalm Sunday worship ï they will perform ñI alone love youò ï a retelling of the story of Jesus from the 

persepctives of Peter and Mary Magdalene. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B  I  B  L  I  C  A  L     S  T  O  R  Y  T  E  L  L  I  N  G 
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Book Discussion Group 

 

A Discussion of Selected writings from 

Martin Luther 

 
What:  The first three weeks our topic will be ñSkeletons in our Closet:  Martin Lutherôs writings on 
Jews and Muslims.ò  We will look at excerpts from Lutherôs writings which will be available at the 
church.  We will also consider the position of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America today.  
The latter three weeks we will read Lutherôs Freedom of a Christian and discuss his enduring 
theological legacy. 

 

When:  Mondays from 1:30 -  3:00 pm beginning February 7 and going through March 14. 

Facilitators:  Pastor Christian and the Rev. Dr. Gary Mann will lead these discussions. 

Sign up sheet and excerpts of the readings are available at the church. 

  

 

¸ƻǳΩǊŜ LƴǾƛǘŜŘ ¢ƻ .Ŝ 
b 

Doing What Matters 
 

The ά5ƻƛƴƎ ²Ƙŀǘ aŀǘǘŜǊǎέ CŀŎƛƭƛǘŜŀƳ ƛƴǾƛǘŜǎ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ŀ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎƻǾπ
ery with other congregations from your Mission Area. Together we will engage in a Spirit-filled, creative 
ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǘŜ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǎȅƴƻŘ 
and clarify the principles that will guide us in our mission.  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ άǊŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜέ ŀƴŘ 
sustainable ways within our congregations and in our communities by looking at who we are and what we 
have through the lens of abundance.   

God is up to something in every corner of New England! 
How are we being called to help? 

 

Southeast New England Mission Area Assembly 
 

Saturday, March 12th, 2011 
9:00am ς 3:00pm 

 

Emanuel Lutheran Church 
West Warwick, RI 

 

Early registration, before March 1st, $15/person   
Late registration, after March 1st, $20/person 

{Registration form, schedule and directions to Emanuel attached}   
 

For more information visit   άb 5ƻƛƴƎ ²Ƙŀǘ aŀǘǘŜǊǎέ on facebook, the blog, and web 

 

Be Who You Are. . . See What You Have. . . Do What Matters to God! 

  
 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Doing-What-Matters-in-the-New-England-Synod/166814080008379?v=wall
http://nesynoddoingwhatmatters.blogspot.com/
http://www.newenglandsynod.org/resources/mission/doing-what-matters
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An Opportunity for Renewal 

 

 Our congregation has an opportunity to pursue a path of vision and renewal. With the support and 

encouragement of the Staff Support Ministry Team, both Pastor Christian and Pastor Tiffany are planning 

for sabbatical leaves. Pastor Jane Shields had been planning a renewal sabbatical leave with the Staff Sup-

port Ministry Team. Some funds were set-aside in the budget for expenses that would be necessary. Al-

though Pastor Shields accepted a Synod position before taking a sabbatical leave, those monies are still 

available. 

  The New England Synod strongly encourages congregations to provide for and grant their pastors 

a sabbatical or renewal leave of three consecutive months after every four years of service in that setting. 

It is expected that the pastors will return to minister to their congregation refreshed and renewed in body, 

mind, and spirit. A sabbatical is not a vacation, nor is it a time for routine work, searching for a new call 

or a new career or retirement planning. The pastors would be expected to commit to remaining in that 

congregation for a minimum of a full year following the leave and hopefully longer! 

 A committee has been formed to work with the pastors on an endeavor of writing sabbatical pro-

posals, creating a congregational renewal or vision process, and applying for a grant to assist with the ex-

penses involved. The committee has studied the Synod Sabbatical Policy and has found five points that 

are significant and exciting to anticipate. 

A pastoral sabbatical: 

¶ Encourages longer pastorates 

¶ Contributes to spiritual growth 

¶ Refocuses ministry approaches 

¶ Prevents burnout or compassion fatigue ï a vicarious trauma experienced by helping pro-

fessionals 

¶ Strengthens congregational leadership 

Indianapolis-based Lilly Endowment has announced that the National Clergy Renewal Program, 

which has awarded more than 1,400 grants in its 11-year history, will continue for another year. Craig 

Dykstra, senior vice president for religion at the Endowment said, ñThe renewal of a Pastorôs heart and 

spirit is part of his or her job description and is essential to the spiritual quality of a congregationôs life. 

Pastors and congregations both benefit from this period of renewal.ò Congregations may apply for a 

clergy renewal program grant for any of its ordained pastors. A joint proposal may be submitted for hus-

band-and-wife co-pastors. Dykstra also said, òAs pastors explore the roots of their religious traditions, 

write poetry, practice contemplative prayer, or spend weeks or months in significantly different cultural 

contests, they come to see their ministry with fresh eyes. At the same time, the congregations also come to 

see their pastors and themselves in new ways. Comments from former recipients prove to us that                                              

both the pastors and the congregations find the whole experience empowering and exciting.ò 

The Sabbatical Committee will continue to involve and inform the congregation throughout this 

wonderful opportunity for renewal. 

   Dorothy Kean,  
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Five Loaves, Two Fish and A Story  

Wednesday February 16  

12 -  2 PM 

A Fellowship Ministry at St. Peters  

Family style lunch and a program  

All are welcome ð Invite a friend  

Men & Women ð Singles & Couples  

In February we will be serving a meatloaf and baked potato dinner, 
dessert and beverage. All for just $4 when you arrive.   

Program:  Our guest this month is Pastor Mark Huber who is the devel-
opment pastor for the new Lutheran/Methodist mission church being 
started in Marshfield, MA.  Mark will also share his musical gifts 
with us.  

We ask that you please sign up on the poster in the narthex, or call 
the office in the morning and a day greeter will be glad to sign you 
up with the number planning to attend.  

  

Sponsored by Parish Nurses and Pastoral Care Team  

 

 

 

Whether you call it Mardi Gras, Shrove Tuesday, or Fat Tuesday, weôll hope youôll join us for a Mardi 

Gras dinner!  This is the time to use up all the extra flour, sugar, and butter in our pantries. 

 

You can guess the menu ï pancakes (and sausage and fruit) 

 

Come join us.  Weôll be joining in with the YMCA staff, children and their families and 

our brothers and sisters from Christ Church. 

 

If youôd like to help, please call Pastor Tiffany. 

 

A sign up sheet is available in the narthex. 

 

Cost is $2 per person, max of $10 per family.  
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PARISH  NURSE'S 

WALKING  SCHEDULE  
 

FEBRUARY  2011 

FEBRUARY     1 ï Town Walk ï Yarmouth Port  

FEBRUARY     8 ï Rail Trail ï Rt. 24 Brewster to Headwaters  

FEBRUARY   15 ï Rail Trail - Nickerson Park to Orleans 

FEBRUARY   22 ï Skataree Beach - Chatham 

Note: The above are subject to change due to weather conditions.  

 

We are planning to leave the St. Peterôs parking lot at 8:30 AM 

for each walk unless noted otherwise. 

 

Check the weekly bulletin or call 

Judie Polio at 508-896-1428 

 

 

 

 

Are you willing to be a òhostó? 

 

We are blessed with wonderful space.  

Occasionally outside groups would like to use our building,  

but we would like someone who knows our space to host them.  

If you are willing to be on call please let the office staff know.  

Thank you ! 

 

 



 

 

Volume 6, Issue 1  Page 23  

TO SEEK 

 

 

 

 

 

 Parish Nurse  
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ACTIONS THAT BUILD A FRIENDLIER CHURCH  

 

The Welcome Ministry team gets regular tips from Master Greeter, Rich Liedtke. These tips are 
for everyone at St. Peterôs.  

1) Our visitor is our biggest advertiser. You may think that the regular attendee is our biggest ad-
vertiser, but he is not.  A movie goer will tell 5-10 people about the new movie he saw.  Likewise, 
our visitor will leave the church and tell 5-10 people in the next week about his experience at our 
church.  This process is unchangeable.  What he says will either promote you or punish you. If 
he had a positive experience, he will promote you and attract people to our church.  If he had a 
cold experience, he will punish you and cause others to stay away. Therefore, it is with major 
consequences that you must treat your visitor with love and importance.  He is your biggest ad-
vertiser. 

2) Our visitor is our new worker / leader.  Some of our visitors will come from other churches 
where they have been workers and leaders.  From the beginning some will be ready and willing 
to help and lead in our congregation.  Others will take longer after they have rested from their 
previous experience.  Some of our new people will have little or no church experience.  Provide 
simple opportunities for them to become involved.  It is from the ranks of these new people our 
new workers and leaders will emerge. 

Pray for God to bring new people into our church and to bring them back.  Pray for present mem-
bers to reach out to each other. Prayer is the beginning foundation for any of Godôs work.  Let us 
humble ourselves before Him.  Let us ask Him to work through us.  Let us tell Him that we are 
available to be used as His smile, His handshake, His words of introduction.  And because we 
are ready, let us ask him to bring in our midst new people to meet whether they are new to the 
church or just new to us. (master greeter tip #41) 

"I can speak the words, but only God can touch the heart. 

" Master Greeter, Rich Liedtke 

 

 

 

FACEBOOK  

 

Facebook is a social network service and website launched in February 2004. Many of us have 
joined it. St. Peterôs has our very own Facebook ñpage.ò   Please check it out, add comments to 
whatôs there, post something new or tell your friends to check us out on Facebook. You can also 
add pictures to the site.  Itôs part of our advertising package. Kelly Mercer is the creator. 

WELCOME MINISTRY  


