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The Network 
 

St. Peterôs Lutheran Church 
July - August 2011 Issue  

  

DEADLINE  
for submissions to the  

September Issue:   
August 12th at 4:00 p.m. 

Editor: Diane Stauss 
 

At the discretion of the editor, material submitted after the deadline 

will appear in the next monthôs Newsletter. 

E-mail submissions are most appreciated. This preserves the 

accuracy of your submission and saves a great deal of time. Please use 

only Microsoft Word or Excel and send as an attachment. If you do 

not have either of these programs, write your article on your program, 

then copy and paste it into the message part of an email and send it, or 

type it in the email message area and send it, or bring it into the 

church office on a CD or memory stick.  Articles may also be put in 

the church mailbox #2. Thank you! 

Thanks to each of you for all your help and support in publishing  

The Network. 
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ST. PETERôS MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Godôs purpose for our church is  

to receive the love of Christ  

and with grateful hearts to: 

Worship 

Listen 

Learn 

Seek 

Serve 

Our Biblical stories are: 1 Samuel 3:1-10,  

Luke 10:38-42, and John 21:1-19 

 

We can stay young by focusing on a dream instead  
        of on a regret.  
                                                                             

 

òGodõs  

  Work,  

   Our  

  Handsó   
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VIEW FROM THE DECK 

Doing What Matters to Godé 

In early June David McWilliams, Mary Hansen Joyce , Debbie Scott and I spent 

three days in Springfield, MA representing St. Peterôs at the annual assembly of the 

New England Synod (a gathering of ELCA churches of New England).  We wit-

nessed some of the destruction caused only days earlier by tornadoes in Monson, 

Wilbraham, and Springfield.  However, we traveled with gratitude and a sense of 

purpose, bringing with us the bleach, and Fantastik for the Lutheran Social Services Offering (for cleanup) and 

non-perishable food items for Springfield residents. 

   Totals for Offerings, Food Collection  at Assembly  
Number of pounds of food we collected for tornado relief: 5,920; 

Number of equivalent meals: 4,677; 

Amount of money given to the Food Bank of Western Massachusetts: $2,002.33; 

Amount of money given to the ELCA Malaria Campaign: $3,760.83.  

 

What made this synod assembly different from other years was that Saturday was largely dedicated to volun-

teering and service projects around Springfield.  Most of these were planned well in advance.  Some people 

went to sing at nursing homes, others painted homes or repaired a porch for elderly residents, assembled hy-

giene kits for those affected by tornadoes, distributed meals, knitted prayer shawls, wrote letters of advocacy,  

set up an outdoor carnival for neighborhood youths or  engaged in gardening and weeding.  Your pastor ended 

up weeding at the zoo!  David, Mary, and Debbie were landscaping and working with youth.  Debbie reflected: 

I was blessed to go to Synod Assembly this past weekend. I went with 100 people from the synod to a 

site called the Lion's Den.  It's a safe haven for youth. They have a place to come play, talk, and be to-

gether.  We cleaned the play rooms and basement, did landscaping, played in the park and did a lot of 

talking with the youth that volunteer there.  It was very rewarding to help and get to know all these re-

markable people.  If you've never been to Synod Assembly, you gotta go. It's a great time to be with 

GOD !! 
 

The theme for synod assembly was ñDoing What Mattersò.  This is, in fact, part of a much larger synod initia-

tive.  One of our goals as a synod was to model this by serving the communities we live.  The result: about 400 

Lutherans in blue T-shirts that said ñDoing what Mattersò volunteering throughout Springfield.   

There were also several resolutions that were passed (unanimously).  These included: 

¶ A resolution calling the church to speak and act to prevent bullying, harassment and related violence 

(with emphasis on prevention, seeking to change bystander behavior into ally behavior, and creating 

partnerships between youths and adults)   

¶ A memorial requesting the national church to do likewise  

¶ A resolution to establish community gardens (That churches and the synod consider the creation of 

community gardens as part of their ministry to the community and in partnership with emergency food 

services, farmerôs markets and produce swaps) 
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¶ A resolution creating an Interfaith Family Support Task Force that will study the religious needs of Lu-

theran interfaith families, produce pastoral care and worship resources for congregations and pastors who 

minister to interfaith families.   

The New England Synod has a new mission statement:  ñGodôs purpose for the New England Synod is to  

go where love leads, to serve where love calls.ò  Guiding principles include: 
 

¶ Pray always 

¶ Give of ourselves 

¶ Stand with others 

¶ Embrace change and diversity 

¶ Make room for joy 

The questions we are challenged to consider include:  Where is love leading us?  How is love calling us  

to serve?  How might love be calling our congregation to serve in new ways?  How might we use this  

purpose statement and these guiding principles to reflect on doing what matters to God in our congregation.    
 

So, I wish you a blessed summer and some time and space to reflect on how God is inviting you to do what  

matters. 

In Christ,  Pastor Christian  

Photo by Bishop Margaret Payne 

 (A home in Springfield MA occupied by a refugee family and housed through the efforts of Lutheran Social Services destroyed 

by recent tornadoes) 

Continued from pg  6 
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TO WORSHIP 

 

SUNDAY, July 3 

3rd  Sunday of Pentecost 

Worship Services at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

 

SUNDAY, July 10 

4th   Sunday of Pentecost 

Worship Services at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

 

SUNDAY, July 17 

5th  Sunday of Pentecost 

Worship Services at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
 

 

SUNDAY, July 24 

6th Sunday of Pentecost 

Worship Services at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

 

 

SUNDAY, July 31 

7th Sunday of Pentecost 

Worship Services at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

PRAYER AT ST. PETER'S THIS SUMMER    

As we move on with our prayers for Latin American and the Caribbean we lift  
up the country of MEXICO .  The ELCA Immersion Program at the Lutheran Center in Mexico City is 
jointly sponsored by the ELCA and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. Visiting groups experience 
and reflect on, through the lens of the gospel, the culture of Mexico, the lively faith of Mexican 
Christians, and the reality of the poor and marginalized.   In Cuernavaca, young adults engage in 
teaching, community development, and advocacy in local ministries and projects.  The ELCA also 
accompanies the Augsburg Lutheran Seminary and the Communidad Teologica de Mexico with 
personnel and financial support. 
 
We lift up our own St. Peter's Members and Friends in our personal prayers during the 
summer months:  
 

James and Andrea Michaels, Ann Miller, June Moniz, Susan and Rellan Monson, Mary Beth 
and Jerry Morris, Arthur and Jean Mundt, Marj Mullin-Nelson, Julie Nicholson & Anthony, 
Ralph and Cheryl Nixon, Carrie North, Bill and Marianne O'Boyle, Sue and Paul Ogburn & Eric, 
Josh O'Connor, Judy and Don Olson, Norm and Judy Olson, Marilyn and Wayne Olson, Joyce 
Oppen, Allan and Lois Ortendahl, Bob and Carolyn Overton. 

SUNDAY, August 7 

8th  Sunday of Pentecost 

Worship Services at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

 

SUNDAY, August 14 

9th   Sunday of Pentecost 

Worship Services at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

 

SUNDAY, August 21 

10th  Sunday of Pentecost 

Worship Services at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

 
SUNDAY, August 28 

11th  Sunday of Pentecost 

Worship Services at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
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Come and celebrate the birth of Caroline and Hankôs grandson  

Henry Matthew Ritz!  

 Henry and his parents will be visiting from Virginia and, together with 

Caroline and Hank, will attend our monthly worship service at 

Pleasant Bay Nursing Home and Rehabilitation Center.  There will be 

a special prayer and blessing for Henry.  

AVERAGE  WEEKLY ATTENDANCE FOR MAY  

 May2010 May 2011  

Average Early Service** 81 71 

Average Late Service 71 69 

Average Single Service* 168  

Average Weekly Attendance 152 140 

*May 15, 2010 - Single Service 

** May 30, 2010 Early Service ðAttendance not listed 

AVERAGE  WEEKLY ATTENDANCE FOR JUNE  

 June 2010 June 2011  

Average Early Service 77 67 

Average Late Service 87 62 

Average Single Service*  117 

   

Average Weekly Attendance 164 129 

*June 19, 2011 - Single Service 
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TO WORSHIP 

June 2, 2011  

 
We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed 
but not driven to despair; persecuted but not forsaken; struck down but not destroyed (2 Corin-
thians 4:8-9).  
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  
 
Our hearts have been breaking for weeks as we have watched incessant storms devastate many 
parts of the United States. From the plains of North Dakota to the bayous of Louisiana, floodwaters 
and torrential rain have washed out communities and cropland. Destructive tornado strikes leveled 
homes for miles in cities and towns including Joplin, Mo., and Cullman, Ala. Two ELCA church 
buildings -- one in each state -- were destroyed. 
 
The winds destroyed the building of Peace Lutheran Church in Joplin, but not the faith of its mem-
bers. Last Sunday they gathered in the parking lot in the midst of debris and shattered hopes to worship in the strong 
name of the risen Christ. 
 
In the aftermath of storms that seem relentless, we may feel overwhelmed and anxious, but not powerless. For Godôs 
promise is clear: nothing in all creation will separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. Trusting in Godôs promise 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, we respond by joining together in Godôs work of restoring community. The liberating 
power of the gospel frees us to repair roofs in Cullman and fill sandbags in Fargo, on behalf of people we donôt know and 
may never meet.  
 
These are our commitments as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America:  

¶ We will pray.  Pray with me that those affected may have the strength and courage they need to face these difficult 

days. 

¶ We will stand together,  roll up our sleeves and work with partners to rebuild lives and restore hope. In Alabama, we 

are already at work with the Mennonites and the Christian Reformed Church in a rapid rebuilding project. Elsewhere, 
partnerships are unfolding with the United Methodist Church and others to coordinate volunteers to repair and rebuild 
homes and lives in the months and years to come. Working together we can achieve more on a scale and scope than we 
could ever achieve alone. 

¶ We will give generously.  We are already organizing volunteer opportunities in response to the unmet needs of 

these communities. To support our efforts, please give now to ELCA Disaster Response. Your gift designated to Severe 
Spring Storms will be used in full -- 100 percent -- for the people and communities deeply affected by these storms. 

¶ We will stay until the work is done.  One of our strengths as Lutherans is our practice of sustained response after 

a natural disaster, built on local networks of congregations and social ministries. Central States Synod Bishop Gerald 
Mansholt compared our work to long-distance running. ELCA Disaster Response was one of the first to arrive in Missouri 
and Alabama, and they will be the last to leave. Even as we begin this journey, our work continues on the Gulf Coast and 
in Haiti. 

¶ We will witness to our living faith  in Christ Jesus as we join together to do Godôs work with our hands. 

In all these things, I give thanks for each of you. May we be about God's healing and restoration in a time of despair. 
May we bring God's message of hope in the wake of spring storms. 
 
In God's grace, 

  

The Rev. Mark S. Hanson 
Presiding Bishop 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

  

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2fnetcommunity%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d638&srcid=30826&srctid=1&erid=1415947&trid=b29b63e8-dd56-476e-8f7f-8bcb3bb6e2bd
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2fnetcommunity%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d638&srcid=30826&srctid=1&erid=1415947&trid=b29b63e8-dd56-476e-8f7f-8bcb3bb6e2bd


 

 

Date: July 3  Early Service  Late Service  
Greeters Barbara McWilliams, Ruth Phillips Hank & Betty Bishop 
Ushers Fred & Phyllis Webster John Peak, John Zippo 
Lectors Karen Beggs Pem Schultz 
Prayer Leader Donna Albert Aline Glifort   
Communion Asst. Karen Beggs, Charles Polio Herb & Aline Glifort 
Altar Guild Ann Miller Charlotte Walek  

 
   

Date July 10  Early Service  Late Service  
Greeters Charles & Judie Polio George & Jean Black 

   Ushers Butch & Ursula Wanko Vern Christensen, Charlotte Walek 
Lectors Ursula Wanko Charlotte Walek 
Prayer Leader Kelly Mercer Karen Gauch  
Communion Asst Nancy Emerson, Charles Polio Joan Burgert, Connie Hackbarth 
Altar Guild Ann Miller Charlotte Walek   

 

 
Date:  July 17  Early Service  Late Service    
Greeters Debbie Scott, Evie Sherwonit Emily Lindberg, Enid Makris  

   Ushers Bob & Elaine Davis Herb Glifort, Allan Ortendahl  
Lectors Charles Polio Jack Kamens  
Prayer Leader Gretchen Widegren Mary Lou Sharon  
Communion Asst. Shawn Krum, Kelly Mercer Karen Gauch, Beverly Arnett  
Altar Guild Ann Miller Charlotte Walek  

 

 
Date: July 24  Early Service  Late Service  
Greeters Curt & Jennifer Douglas  Joyce Oppen, Dolly Parkhurst  

   Ushers Frank & Diane Stauss Norm & Sally Cronin 
Lectors Kelly Mercer Larry Kingsbury 
Prayer Leader Gary Mann Pem Schultz  
Communion Asst. Ann Borg, Roger Bergman Herb & Aline Glifort 
Altar Guild Ann Miller Charlotte Walek  

 
 

Date: July 31  Early Service  Late Service  
Greeters Barbara McWilliams, Ruth Phillips Ruth Johnson, Barbara Carlson 

   Ushers Frank & Diane Stauss Allan Ortendahl, Nick Ettore 
Lectors Ruth Phillips Beverly Arnett 
Prayer Leader Don Anderson Barbara Kamens  
Communion Asst. Sandy Johnson, Bill Vaughan Dick & Flora Hall 
Altar Guild Ann Miller Charlotte Walek  
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ST. PETERôS WORSHIP ASSISTANTS FOR JULY 
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ST. PETERôS WORSHIP ASSISTANTS FOR AUGUST 

 
 
 

Date: Aug 7  Early Service  Late Service  
Greeters Roger & Gayla Bergman Ann Miller, Marge Stramowski 
Ushers Karen Beggs, Justin Scott Joan Burgert, Edie Peterson 
Lectors Nancy Scott Keeton Arnett 
Prayer Leader Flora Hall Barbara Kamens   
Communion Asst. Carla Wieners, Charles Polio Connie Hackbarth,  Beverly Arnett 
Altar Guild To Be Determined To Be Determined 

 
   

Date Aug 14  Early Service  Late Service  
Greeters Frank & Diane Stauss George & Jean Black 

   Ushers Ann Borg, Scott Steber John Peak, John Zippo 
Lectors Bill Vaughan Joan Burgert 
Prayer Leader Karen Beggs Sandi Pirnat-Berry  
Communion Asst. Fred & Phyllis Webster Joan Burgert, Barbara Kamens 
Altar Guild To Be Determined To Be Determined 
 

 
Date Aug 21  Early Service  Late Service    
Greeters Jay & Ruth Tichenor Hank & Betty Bishop  

   Ushers Bob & Elaine Davis Herb Glifort, Nick Ettore  
Lectors Beverly Strand Tom Christensen 
Prayer Leader Kelly Mercer Peter Huey 
Communion Asst. Charles Polio, Karen Beggs Karen Gauch, Sally Cronin  
Altar Guild To Be Determined To Be Determined 
 

 
Date: Aug 28  Early Service  Late Service  
Greeters Butch & Ursula Wanko Emily Lindberg, Enid Makris 

   Ushers Curt & Jennifer Douglas Allan Ortendahl, Vern Christensen 
Lectors Sandy Johnson Allan Ortendahl 
Prayer Leader Gary Mann Aline glifort 
Communion Asst. Bill Vaughan, John DiBlasio Dick& Flora Hall 
Altar Guild To Be Determined To Be Determined 
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ST. PETERôS WORSHIP ASSISTANTS FOR SEPTEMBER 

 

Date: Sept. 4  Early Service  Late Service  
Greeters Ann Borg, Tom Shields Joyce Oppen, Dolly Parkhurst 
Ushers Bob & Marcia Harris John Zippo, John Peak 
Lectors Karen Beggs Pem Schultz 
Prayer Leader Donna Albert John Walker   
Communion Asst. Carla Wieners, Roger Bergman Herb & Aline Glifort 
Altar Guild Diane Stauss Dolly Parkhurst 

 
   

Date Sept 11  Early Service  Late Service  
Greeters Karen Beggs, Shawn Krum Kate Fournaris, Dorothy Lundgren 

   Ushers Don Albert & Skip Johnson Vern Christensen, Charlotte Walek 
Lectors Patrick Donnelly Karen Gauch 
Prayer Leader Bev Strand Pem Schultz  
Communion Asst Shawn Krum, Kelly Mercer Joan Burgert, Sally Cronin 
Altar Guild Diane Stauss,  Dolly Parkhurst 

 
  

 
Date Sept 18  Early Service  Late Service    
Greeters Sarah Budion, Marge Gibbs Emily Lindberg, Enid Makris  

   Ushers Bob & Marcia Harris Joan Burgert, Edie Peterson  
Lectors Butch Wanko Barbara Kamens 
Prayer Leader Kelly Mercer Karen Gauch 
Communion Asst. Butch & Ursula Wanko To Be Determined 
Altar Guild Diane Stauss Dolly Parkhurst 

 
 

 
Date: Sept 25  Early Service  Late Service  
Greeters Therese & Nicole Gordon Ruth Johnson, Barbara Carlson 

   Ushers Charles Polio, Allan Ortendahl, Nick Ettore 
Lectors Ursula Wanko Peter Huey 
Prayer Leader Don Anderson Barbara Kamens 
Communion Asst. Bill Vaughan, Roger Bergman Dick& Flora Hall 
Altar Guild Diane Stauss Dolly Parkhurst 
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GLOBAL MISSION 

 

 

Archbishop Elias Chacour  

Building Peace in the Midst of Palestinian/Israeli Conflict 

Monday  -  July 25, 2011   7:00 p.m. 

at 

Cape Cod Community College 

                                               Lecture Hall A  - Science Building 

 

 

Plan to attend  - invite family & friends  

No tickets requiredða free will donation will be received 

St. Peters has helped to provide sponsorship for this event 

 

For more information see article on Kiosk in narthex  

or  

Speak with our Pastors or Nancy Emerson 

 

We can provide a car pool from St. Peterôs  

 

 

SAVE THE DATE   
  

       

July 13  ñHousing with Love Walkò     pg 23  

July 21  In Concert -  The Ken Badger Jazz Trio    pg 15 

July 25  Nobel Peace Nominee, Elias Chacour, to Speak on the Cape pg.26  

July 26 & 27 Olen Mills Picture Directory Appointments    pg. 30 

August 1 - 5 Vacation Bible School      pg 15 

August 17  YMCA Picnic & Water Play     pg 29 

Aug 22 & 23 Olen Mills Picture Directory Appointments    pg. 30  



 

 

Volume 6, Issue 6  Page 15  

TO LISTEN  


