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Autumn Landscape, Adirondacks  
Photograph by Michael Melford, National Geographic 

This Month in Photo of the Day: National Geographic Magazine Features 

Sunlight dapples the shoulders of Algonquin and Wright, two of the more than 40 so-called 

High Peaks that rise above 4,000 feet. Once blighted by logging and industry, the region has 

undergone a renaissance of woods and waters 

http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/
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The Network 
 

St. Peterôs Lutheran Church 
September 2011 Issue  

  

DEADLINE  
for submissions to the  

October Issue:   
September 14th at 4:00 p.m. 

Editor: Diane Stauss 
 

At the discretion of the editor, material submitted after the deadline 

will appear in the next monthôs Newsletter. 

E-mail submissions are most appreciated. This preserves the 

accuracy of your submission and saves a great deal of time. Please use 

only Microsoft Word or Excel and send as an attachment. If you do 

not have either of these programs, write your article on your program, 

then copy and paste it into the message part of an email and send it, or 

type it in the email message area and send it, or bring it into the 

church office on a CD or memory stick.  Articles may also be put in 

the church mailbox #2. Thank you! 

Thanks to each of you for all your help and support in publishing  

The Network. 
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ST. PETERôS MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Godôs purpose for our church is  

to receive the love of Christ  

and with grateful hearts to: 

Worship 

Listen 

Learn 

Seek 

Serve 

Our Biblical stories are: 1 Samuel 3:1-10,  

Luke 10:38-42, and John 21:1-19 

 

We can stay young by focusing on a dream instead  
        of on a regret.  
                                                                             

 

HEADING SOUTH FOR THE WINTER?

PLEASE MAKE SURE TO 

NOTIFY THE CHURCH 

OFFICE 
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VIEW FROM THE DECK 

 

 

 

It has been pretty loud around here since February 6, and the parking lots have 

never been busier during the week.  White work vans, large delivery trucks, and 

contractorsô private vehicles galore have been pulling into the lower lot to work on the kitchen, or around the 

front of the church to install solar panels. 

 

It used to be that the Pastorôs office was called the ñStudyò, a quiet place where sermons could be written, 

quiet meetings be held, and quiet prayer and contemplation could take place.  Like I said, it has been pretty 

loud around here.  And the ministry that I thought I had been called to do has given way to a much different 

kind of ministry. 

 

At first, I resented the constant interruptions of deep-throated diesel trucks outside my office windows, the 

simple questions from a contractor that required a visit downstairs and a 25 minute long discussion, and the 

lack of focus.  Six months later I have finally learned ï these interruptions are the ministry too.  (It took me a 

while to get what God was teaching me; I wasnôt exactly swift on the uptake!)  This pastorôs study is not, for 

now, a quiet place.  It is a happening place.  This church is not a place closed up during the week (not that it 

ever was); this church is the place where a number of different workers have come to help us and maybe begin 

to feel a little more comfortable in a church. 

 

No, we have not had a lot of the contractors come to worship with us because we are so cool.  But we have 

been developing relationships with them.  I have heard some of their stories.  I have admired their work and 

thanked them for their help.  Perhaps in a time when they need a safe shelter they will come back to St. Peterôs. 

And so, ministry continues to happen around here.  Through the near tragedy of the car accident our doors 

have been opened and relationships begun.  God is using us in surprising ways.   

Our mission statement says, in part, that we ñworship, listen, learn, seek and serve.ò 

It is harder to listen, but through the noise we are listening to other voices we have not heard before.  We are 

learning to be open to the surprises God throws our way.  And we are seeking to be faithful and serve those 

God brings. 

 

Now if youôll excuse me, a delivery just came in 

for the solar panels project... 

 

Pastor Tiffany 
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TO WORSHIP 

 

CAPE COD COALITION OF WELCOMING CONGREGATIONS    

 
Saturday, Sept. 24 at 10 a.m. The Mashpee UCC in Seabury.  Please 
contact Pem Schultz if you would like transportation. Come meet 
those on the journey of being WELCOMING AND AFFIRMING. Share 
our experiences of going that extra step of honoring and learning 
about a LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual or Transgendered) person's story. 

SUNDAY, September 4  
12th  Sunday of Pentecost  
Worship Services at 8:30 a.m. and 
11:00 a.m.  
 
SUNDAY, September 11  
13th   Sunday of Pentecost  
Worship Services at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.  
9:55 a.m. Adult Bible Study  
 

AVERAGE  WEEKLY ATTENDANCE FOR JULY  

 July 2010 July 2011  

Average Early Service 95 81 

Average Late Service 73 70 

Average Single Service*   

   

Average Weekly Attendance 168 151 

SUNDAY, September 18  
14th  Sunday of Pentecost  
Worship Services at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.  
9:45 a.m. Sunday School/9:55 a.m. Adult Bible 
Study  
 
SUNDAY, September 25  
15th  Sunday of Pentecost  
Worship Services at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.  
9:45 a.m. Sunday School/9:55 a.m. Adult Bible 

 

SAVE THE DATE   

 

September 11  Adult Bible Study Begins  pg 13 

September 18  Sunday School Begins  pg 12 

September 13  Esther Circle B-B-Q   pg 22 

September 15  Fall Book Discussion   pg 13 

September 19  Flu Shots    pg 23 

September 21  5 Loaves 2 Fish and a Story  pg 15 

October 23 & 24 Tree of Life Conference  pg 16 
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TO WORSHIP 

PRAYER AT ST. PETERS  

This month we lift up the following in our prayer times:   Dolly Parkhurst, Polly Parsons, 
Ingrid & John Peak, Edie Peterson, Russ & Svea Peterson, Russ & Elena Peterson and 
Amy, Nicole, and Victoria, Ruth Phillips, Shirley Philpott, Sandy Pirnat-Berry, Janice & Ed 
Piszcz, Judie & Charles Polio, Helen Purnhagen, Betty Rahe, Kathy Read, Glenn & 
Jennifer Ritz and Sophie, and Isabelle, Caroline & Hank Ritz, Scott & Courtney Ritz, John 
& Deborah Ritz and Henry. 
 
WE PRAY FOR THE COUNTRY OF NICARAGUA.  
The Lutheran Church in Nicaragua has developed Word and Sacrament ministry in 23 
communities in the city of Managua and surrounding rural areas, where there are 6,ooo 
members in 12 congregations and 30 missions.  Each of the communities has a pastoral 
team that works under the supervision of nine ordained pastors.   Besides working with 
the regular activities of the congregation, these teams also work in the developments the 
community, especially among women and children and farming.  The ELCA supports 
development, parish ministry and leadership development of the church in Nicaragua 
with grants and personnel.  

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

I write to you today in gratitude: 455 of you generous people have donated a total of $63,667 to assist the 
LSS refugee families who are victims of the devastating June 1 tornado.  You responded with immediacy and 
compassion to the compounded suffering of families who had already been uprooted in their past 
lives.  Thank you! 
  
I am happy to tell you that, one by one, we have found housing for all 40 families who are LSS refugee 
clients. This has been a mighty effort by our LSS staff!  As you can imagine, the list of displaced families in 
Western Mass. is staggering, and the competition for affordable housing continues to be fierce.    
 
Your gifts have been used to support this effort of relocation, to provide new homes for homeless people!   
  
Now, these families begin again: their needs are for new household goods - furniture, pots and pans, sheet 
and towels - to replace that which was lost.   
 
We at LSS will continue to update you.  And once again, I thank you for your help in this time of great need. 

In Service Together, 

Heather 
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TO WORSHIP 

ST. PETERôS WORSHIP ASSISTANTS FOR SEPTEMBER 

 

Date: Sept. 4  Early Service  Late Service  
Greeters Ann Borg, Tom Shields Joyce Oppen, Dolly Parkhurst 
Ushers Bob & Marcia Harris John Zippo, John Peak 
Lectors Karen Beggs Pem Schultz 
Prayer Leader Donna Albert Aline Glifort   
Communion Asst. Charles Polio, Bill Vaughan Herb & Aline Glifort 
Altar Guild Sally Cronin Dolly Parkhurst 

 
   

Date Sept 11  Early Service  Late Service  
Greeters Karen Beggs, Shawn Krum Kate Fournaris, Dorothy Lundgren 

   Ushers Don Albert & To Be Determined Vern Christensen, Charlotte Walek 
Lectors Patrick Donnelly Karen Gauch 
Prayer Leader Bev Strand John Walker  
Communion Asst Kelly Mercer, Diane Stauss Joan Burgert, Sally Cronin 
Altar Guild Diane Stauss Dolly Parkhurst 

 
  

 
Date Sept 18  Early Service  Late Service    
Greeters Sarah Budion, Marge Gibbs Emily Lindberg, Enid Makris  

   Ushers To Be Determined Joan Burgert, Edie Peterson  
Lectors Butch Wanko Barbara Kamens 
Prayer Leader Kelly Mercer Karen Gauch 
Communion Asst. Butch & Ursula Wanko Irv & Mary Freimuth 
Altar Guild Diane Stauss Dolly Parkhurst 

 
 

 
Date: Sept 25  Early Service  Late Service  
Greeters Therese & Nicole Gordon Ruth Johnson, Barbara Carlson 

   Ushers Charles Polio, Allan Ortendahl, Nick Ettore 
Lectors Ursula Wanko Peter Huey 
Prayer Leader Don Anderson Barbara Kamens 
Communion Asst. Shawn Krum, Karen Beggs Dick& Flora Hall 
Altar Guild Sally Cronin Dolly Parkhurst 
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TO WORSHIP 

ST. PETERôS WORSHIP ASSISTANTS FOR OCTOBER 

Date: Oct 2  Early Service  Late Service  
Greeters Karen Beggs, Johanna Holleck John & Christa Barescu 

Ushers Bob & Marcia Harris Vern Christensen, John Peak 

Lectors Marcia Harris John Walker 

Prayer Leader Kelly Mercer Peter Huey  

Communion Asst. Karen Gauch, Sandy Johnson Herb & Aline Glifort 

Altar Guild Joan Burgert Edie Peterson 
   

Date Oct 9  Early Service  Late Service  
Greeters Sarah Budion, Marge Gibbs Hank & Betty Bishop 

   Ushers Charles Polio, Don Albert Edie Peterson, John Burgert 

Lectors Charles Polio Lou Meyers 

Prayer Leader Gretchen Widegran Mary Lou Sharon 

Communion Asst Ann Borg, Shawn Krum Keeton & Beverly Arnett 

Altar Guild Joan Burgert Edie Peterson 

 

Date Oct 16  Early Service  Late Service    
Greeters Ann Borg, Ann Custodie George & Jean Black  

   Ushers Bob & Elaine Davis Charlotte Walek, Nick Ettore  

Lectors Kelly Mercer Irv Freimuth 

Prayer Leader Flora Hall Gary Mann 

Communion Asst. Kelly Mercer, Diane Stauss Irv & Mary Freimuth 

Altar Guild Joan Burgert Edie Peterson 

 

Date: Oct 23  Early Service  Late Service  
Greeters Nancy Emerson, Karen Gauch Marge Stramowsky, Dolly Parkhurst 

   Ushers Therese Gordon, Skip Johnson Herb Glifort, Ann Miller 
Lectors Ruth Phillips Mary Freimuth 
Prayer Leader Karen Beggs Aline Gliffort 
Communion Asst. Karen Gauch, Sandy Johnson Joan Burgert, Sally Cronin 
Altar Guild Joan Burgert Edie Peterson 
 
Date: Oct 30  Early Service  Late Service  
Greeters Therese & Nicole Gordon Kate Fournaris, Dorothy Lundgren 

   Ushers Justin Scott, Debbie Scott Jim Merriam, Vern Christensen 
Lectors Nancy Scott Jack Kamens 
Prayer Leader Don Anderson John Walker 
Communion Asst. Fred & Phyllis Webster Dick & Flora Hall 
Altar Guild Joan Burgert Edie Peterson 

 



 

 

 

July 12, 2011 

St. Peterôs Flower Ministry 

Thank you very much for the flowers and visit on 

Sunday.  I am very pleased to let you know healing 

is coming along very wellðslow but well. 

I am back in circulation Sunday, with Church and 

pastoral visits at Pleasant Bay and the Woodlands, 

etc. 

You all are certainly in my 

prayers. 

Godôs blessing for you allð 

Pastor Bob  

 

A òHUGEó 

  

To Joan Burgert and all the volun-

teers who put òThe Kitchenó back 

together in time for VBS.  

Volume 6, Issue 7  Page 10  

TO LISTEN  

NOTES AND LETTERS 

 

A donation was received towards the purchase of a  Heavy Duty Steel Cabinet to be 

used in the church officeðThank you for your generosity. 

Members or friends who wish to make a contribution  

for a Wish List item may contact the church office. 
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TO LISTEN  

NOTES AND LETTERS 

Notes from the Seminary  

  
 When my small ñreflection groupò of four high school ñscholarsò asked me what I would take away 

from my two weeks with them in Gettysburg, my response was ñHOPE!ò   
 

I told them they have been set apart for leadership in Godôs world (in the church, in their lives, in 

their communities, and the larger world) and I rejoice at that prospect and the hope it embodies to me.  I 

will also have hope no matter where I am called in the future because those two weeks showed me that 

no matter what, there are youth in our big -C Church, and in our country, who are full of faith and Godôs 

promises.  There are youth thirsting for the Word and seeking out Community where the Holy Spirit gath-

ers and inspires, working for Godôs purposes.  Do Not Fear! 
 

On the last morning, one of my group lamented that she did not want to leave and I said with 
much enthusiasm and sincerity, ñYou must Go Forth and be Awesome for God!ò  That response was spon-
taneous and I believe was totally from Godôs Holy Spirit; those words and that emotion just poured out of 
me before I could think.  Go God!  

 

Later, the actual hugs and goodbyes with all eleven ñscholars,ò as the parents came to claim their 

children that same morning, were tearful and bittersweet.  I admit that I was ready to get back home, yet 

not ready to say goodbye.  Of course, we all hope to stay in touch in some way, but you know how life 

can go.   
 

I was one of three mentors in the annual program called ñSummer Theological Academyò for stu-

dents entering their junior or senior year of high school.  Itôs a 2-week academic church camp on the Get-

tysburg Seminary campus.  Itôs part of the larger TEY (Theological Education with Youth) program to 

identify and encourage youth in our congregations to develop leadership skills and discern where God 

might be calling them.  We had eleven ñscholarsò attend from July 23 through August 6; six females and 

five males from CT, NYC, MD, NJ, and PA.  We mentors all stayed in the dorm with the scholars over the 

two weeks (my kind of camp with a roof, soft beds, air conditioning, and lots of snacks).   
 

Everyone attended the plenary course on World Religions (including a visit to an Islamic mosque), 

and were broken into 3 small groups for ñthemeò courses, all taught by seminary professors.  My theme 

group was in philosophy and theology with my 4 scholars mentioned above.  It was all marvelous.  The 

scholars were engaged and excited even if the reading was very challenging (remember these professors 

are graduate school educators!!).  The theological discussions were equally challenging between a variety 

of backgrounds and exposure to different beliefs, especially among the scholars themselves.   
 

My small group shared that they were happy to have a place where they can share their belief in 

God without being bullied or mocked, ask the questions they have in a safe and encouraging environ-

ment, learn about each othersô beliefs, and about other religions, and go back to their 

congregations and share all that they learned and experienced.  Again, I say, Go 

God!  And I also say, Thanks be to God as my journey continues. 

In Christ, 

Mary 
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TO LEARN  

Vacation Bible School 2011  

 

We had an amazing VBS journey with Jesus the first week of August!  Forty

-two children and youth and 11 adults came from north, south, east and west 

of us, from a variety of churches.  Christ Church and Pilgrim Congregational 

both helped staff the event. 

We are grateful to those who provided dinners, helped with registration, and spent their week teaching the 

children 5 different Bible stories.   

The mission project was to raise money for the Lutheran Malaria Initiative.  The children raised $116.88.  $1 

provides medicine to a child suffering from malaria.  $10 buys one 

treated bed net.  $50 provides funding for a radio broadcast about 

malaria prevention.  And $300 provides training for a medical 

worker.  The children were excited to know that their efforts were 

going to make such a difference to a few 

children and families and a community 

somewhere in Africa. 

ñThe year of the child and the teacherò begins September 18! 

Sunday School is ready to kick off on September 18.  Any child from kin-

dergarten to grade 8 is welcomed to join us downstairs between church ser-

vices for a fun-filled time of learning, discovering, and playing with Godôs 

word. 

Register with Pastor Tiffany at calledbyname@comcast.net or by calling the 

church office. 
 Year 4 begins 
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